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_ Searchlight, please 


A community response 

This issue focuses heavily on the anti-Muslim 
English Defence League. We reveal the BNP 
past of its leader, the growing involvement of 
Ulster loyalists, report on EDL violence in East 
London and critically assess the Government’s 
inaction. We conclude that if there were the 
correct leadership and political will then 
something could be done about the EDL threat 
before serious violence breaks out. 

In the meantime we have no choice but to 
organise against this bunch of Islamophobes. 
The Bradford Together initiative HOPE not 
hate Yorkshire is running is a model campaign. 
It is mobilising the entire community against a 
planned EDL protest in Bradford in late August. 
It has the support of politicians from across 
the political spectrum, faith and community 
groups, business and the trade unions. It will 
soon be taking the campaign to the estates 
and neighbourhoods. Working nationally with 
Searchlight it is exploring alternative legal 
avenues to challenge the protest. 

The focus of the campaign is the new 
Government. In opposition David Cameron 
spoke of dealing with the EDL and in 
Government the Conservatives are keen to talk 
of “localism”. The Bradford Together initiative, 
backed by thousands of Bradfordians, will seek 
to hold them to their words and show a united 
city determined to stand together against the 
politics of hate. 

In a city that is still scarred from the 2001 
riots it is a campaign we simply cannot 
afford to lose. Please visit our website 
www.hopenothate.org.uk to help us. 


The gloves are off 

Just when it seemed that Griffin was reasserting 
his authority over the BNP, new outbreaks of 
dissent occur. As this month’s Searchlight 
graphically charts there is no love lost when 
nazis fall out. While we should enjoy this 
spectacle let us not be lulled into believing the 
BNP is a spent force. The conditions that gave 
rise to its growth are still very much in existence. 


An inspiration to us all 

Rupy Kaur’s skydive (p18) to raise money for the 
HOPE not hate campaign is an inspiration to us 
all. Planned last summer, this jump has taken a 
long time to achieve but by all accounts the wait 
was worth it. Rupy raised almost 43,000 for 
HOPE not hate and more importantly proved 
that hope can triumph over adversity. ~= 


EDL leader: Stephen 
Yaxley-Lennon, alias 
Tommy Robinson 


The BNP past 


By Nick Lowles and 
Simon Cressy 


earchlight can exclusively 

reveal that the leader of the 

English Defence League is a 

former British National Party 
member who has served 12 months’ 
imprisonment for assaulting an off- 
duty police officer. 

Self-proclaimed EDL leader Tommy 
Robinson is really Stephen Yaxley- 
Lennon, from Bedford. 

In 2004 he joined the BNP with a 
family membership. In the same year 
he assaulted an off-duty police officer 
who intervened to stop a domestic 
incident between Yaxley-Lennon and 
his partner Jenna Vowles. During the 
scuffle Yaxley-Lennon kicked the officer 
in the head. 

He was convicted on 18 April 2005 
for assault occasioning actual bodily 
harm, for which he was sentenced 
to 12 months’ imprisonment, and 
assault with intent to resist arrest, for 
which he received a concurrent term 
of three months. 

Vowles, also a BNP member, was 
cautioned for possession of cocaine. 
She told the court that the she found 
two empty bags in her house and was 
taking them out so that her parents 
did not find them. 

Yaxley-Lennon attended Putteridge 
High School in Luton and moved 
to nearby Bedford more recently. 
Robinson also claims on _ his 
Facebook site that he attended 
Putteridge school. 


of the EDL leader 


The revelation that Robinson had 
been a member of the BNP explains 
why so many of the initial EDL activists 
also attended BNP meetings in the 
Luton/Bedford area. 

More importantly, it dispels the 
myth that the roots of the EDL are not 
in hard-core racism. 

It destroys the protestations by the 
EDL leadership that, “They aren't the 
BNP and they aren't Nazis,’ made at 
their phoney press conference held 
last September in a disused Luton 
warehouse, where they unfurled a 
swastika flag and proceeded to try to 
set it alight for the cameras. 

It also explains the real reason why 
Robinson felt the need to hide his face. 

Apart from his BNP membership and 
his convictions for violence, Robinson 
told a BBC film crew that he lived in a 
part of Luton where Islamic fanatics 
lived and that he feared for his safety. 
The reality is somewhat different as he 
lives in Wilstead, a relatively leafy 
village on the outskirts of Bedford. 

The exposure of his identity follows 
a split in the EDL that is mostly being 
fought over the internet. 

Paul Ray, self-styled spiritual guru 
of the EDL, has posted a series of 
messages on his Lionheart blog, in 
which he and his friend Nick Greger 
announce their intention to take 
control of the EDL. Ray was the 
original mover in creating the EDL, 
although he quickly fell out with the 
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other leaders and moved abroad to 
Malta. Ray has focused his efforts 
on making Crusader-themed anti- 
Muslim promotional videos, and he 
and Greger have just issued a notice of 
“expulsion” of the EDLs leaders, 
together with a demand for control of 
the EDL’s websites. 

In one of their videos Greger goes 
on to say “another well-known man 
will soon appear within the new 
leadership, a man from Ulster, who is 
also currently in exile”. 

This is almost certainly a reference to 
Greger’s friend Johnny Adair, a 
prominent loyalist terrorist who now 
lives in Scotland following an intra- 
loyalist feud. Adair’s friendship with 
Greger was the subject of a television 
documentary in 2006, when Adair met 
Greger while in prison for plotting acts 
of terror and was then the head of a 
nazi group in Dresden, Germany. 

It is thought that Ray and Greger 
were responsible for the appearance 
of a video on YouTube that unveiled 
Robinson as Stephen Yaxley along 
with a series of photographs, 
following outlandish claims by Ray 
that the EDL led by Robinson 
threatened to kidnap and harm 
members of Ray’s family. 

Robinson later confirmed on_ his 
Facebook page that the photographs 
were indeed of him, saying, “Hey at 
least people can see my hansome [sic] 
face now”. ~= 


It is time to act 


Nick Lowles looks at how the authorities should deal with the English Defence League 


THE DECISION by the Troxy to 
cancel the booking for the Islamic 
conference that was due to be held in 
East London last month was met with a 
huge sigh of relief. The English 
Defence League cancelled its own 
counter-protest and a potential serious 
clash with the local Muslim 
communities was averted. 

A taste of what could have happened 
occurred a week later when EDL 
and Muslim extremists protested and 
counter-protested at an Army 
homecoming parade in Barking. 
Rival groups clashed outside Barking 
station, before the main EDL group 
went to Whitechapel causing more 
trouble. Back in Barking, a large group 
of local Muslims attacked the 
remaining elements of the EDL. 

All this involved relatively small 
numbers. The EDL protest outside the 
East London mosque would have 
brought out thousands for each side 
and could easily have been potentially 
explosive. 

The Troxy was left with little choice 
but to cancel the booking for the Islamic 
conference after strong pressure from 
the local council, including threats to 
withdraw future support. 

While the situation was defused it did 
highlight the Government’s politically 
impotency in dealing with the EDL. 
The threat of a disturbance in East 
London was averted, but all it did was 
transfer the problem to another city on 
another date. 

The previous and present 
Governments have shown absolutely no 
leadership in their attitude towards the 
EDL. While Searchlight has been 
critical of the Public Order Unit, a 
Home Office group that advises and 
briefs ministers, the main blame has to 
rest with the politicians who seemingly 
have not had the political courage to 
craft an approach that questions the 
advice they have received and, more 
importantly, to lead and direct policy. 


The EDL poses one of the greatest 


threats to social and community 
cohesion at the moment and the 
Government is a mere spectator, 
hoping, no, praying, that police can 
contain trouble. 

The Government was a _ mere 
bystander as tensions and concerns rose 
over the planned EDL events, with 
local councils and police forces left to 
identify imaginative reasons for 
stopping or limiting EDL initiatives. 
Each time either have looked to the 
Home Office for support they have 
been dispatched with a pathetic “there’s 
nothing we can do” response. 

In the absence of political leadership 
the Government’s approach to the EDL 
is being dictated by the Public Order 
Unit, which apparently continues to 
play down the EDL threat. According 
to its initial assessment of the EDL, 
which was not accepted by Phil Woolas, 
the Home Office Minister at the 
time, the group had no known links to 
the far right and organised football 


hooliganism and did not pose a serious 


public order threat. 

As our exposé of “Tommy Robinson” 
proves, the far-right links of the EDL 
leadership are extensive. The connections 
with football hooligan gangs are clearly 
evident at any EDL event and the 
violence that resulted from the Barking 
protest is a taster of the trouble that 
could occur in future. 

The EDL can easily bring out 
thousands of people in almost any 
English city just by internet and word 
of mouth organising. The protests are 
becoming more regular, more aggres- 
sive and certainly confrontational. 
A forthcoming EDL protest is set for 
Bradford, a city where 40% of the 
population belongs to minority 
communities and the scene of serious 
riots in 2001. 

Looking at the EDL from a purely 
law and order perspective has allowed 
the Public Order Unit, by its very nature 
conservative in outlook, to dismiss the 
EDL. They will point to the fact that it 
is clearly not a terrorist organisation, its 
leaders call for peaceful demonstrations 


rouble-makinc 


Place: Edinburgh 
Date: 20 Feb 2010 
Numbers: 90 


Five arrests as police pin SDL 
yA supporters in a pub. 


Place: Glasgow 


\ Date: 14 Nov 2009 
Numbers: 80 


Clashes outside Central Station 
4 and at several points around 
the city resulting in five arrests. 


Place: Newcastle 
Date: 29 May 2010 
Numbers: 800 

Minor scuffles but no arrests. 


Se ER TO Place: Luton 


Date: 1 May 2009 
Numbers: 500 


Demonstrators rampage 
through Luton in the aftermath 
of the Islamist demonstration 
against British troops returning 
from Afghanistan. Nine 
arrested. 


Place: Bolton 
Date: 20 Mar 2010 
Numbers: 2,000 


Seven people are hurt 
including two police officers 
"as 74, mainly anti-fascists, 
are arrested. Policing cost 
£300,000. 


sessilis Place: Leeds 


Place: Dudley \ Date: 31 Oct 2009 
Date: 3 Apr 2010 Place: Manchester Stoueee Numbers: 900 


Place: Birmingham Numbers: 2,000 __ Date: 10 Oct 2009 Nine arrested and a police bill 
Date. 4 Jul 2009 WO EL deanonsteiors Numbers: 1,500 of £375,000 a oe 
Numbers: n/k break through barriers and 40 arrested at EDL 
sea clash with police. 12 arrests. d ‘ni @ Date: 19 Sep 2009 
Small EDL demonstration in DES ao MG sUaUOW In 
Birmingham attended by ' Manchester City Centre. Place: Sheffield Numbers: N/A 
members of the nazi British Place: Dudley Date: 29 Apr 2010 Proposed EDL march through 
Freedom Fighters (BFF). Date: 3 May 2010 Nanbern9 \ Luton banned. 
Place: Birmingham lite ere : : net sre are é 
e EDL staged a roof to utside a KFC store in objection : 
Date: 8 Aug 2009 protest on the May Day : tohalal food. | ans wi 
Numbers: n/k weekend against plans to AE Date: 27 Jun 2009 
= build a mosque in Dudley. : : 
EDL and Casuals United clash Ten arrests and two EDL Pisce: Nottingham Numbers: 30 
with UAF in Birmingham city members charged with EDL march through 
centre. Three people injured ==“ burglary and inciting racial Date: _—« Dec 2009 Whitechapel. A heavy police 
and 35 arrested, 4 hatred. Numbers 300 (presence stops trouble. 
Place: Birmi Place: Stoke-on-Trent 16 arrested as EDL supporters ; 
a yaighan hel eee clashed with police. Policing Place: London 
Date: 5 Sep 2009 ; the demonstration cost over Date: 4Jul 2009 
Numbers: 100 las oye aed acces Te Numbers: n/k 


Four police officers injured and 
vehicles were damaged when 
EDL supporters repeatedly 
clashed with police. 25 arrests. 


EDL demonstration descends 

into considerable violence with 

running battles with police and 
anti-fascists. 90 people Ba 


EDL protest in Wood Green 
against Anjem Choudary of 
Islam4UK. Two arrested. 


£250,000. attracts 1,000 counter- 


demonstrators and descends 
into violence. Ten arrests. 


Dutch politician Geert Wilders. 
Fifty arrested, mainly counter- 
demonstrators. 


arrested, Policing bill over £200,000. 
—— Place: London 
| Date: 13 Sept 2009 
Place: Swansea é , Numbers: 10 
Date: 17 Oct 2009 = : ? Asmall contingent of EDL and 
: ; March for England supporters 
| ees, On Place: _ Aylesbury protest against pro-Palestinian 
| WOL supporters give nazi _ é Date: 1 May 2010 demonstrators on a Al-Quds 
salutes as police keep = = / ; Day march. 
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and happily work with the police and it 


has a disorganised structure and 
incoherent political goals. 

But this limited way of viewing the 
EDL fails to put the group into a wider 
context. It fails to appreciate the 
widespread and growing Islamophobia in 
society which the group is tapping into 
and articulating. It also fails to accept that 
despite the millions pumped into 
regeneration and community cohesion, 
Britain is a more divided and less 
cohesive society than it was even in 2001. 

Since then we have had 9/11, the wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, the London 
bombings, the rise of the British National 
Party and recession. Trouble now could 
potentially be far more serious than 
anything we witnessed in 2001. 

It is not just numbers that determine a 
threat. It is also intent and opportunity. 

We should remember that the trigger 
for the Oldham riots of 2001 was the 
actions of 12 white people who ran 
through a predominantly Asian street in 
Glodwick attacking local people and 
their property. 

This followed weeks of rising 
tensions and racist incursions, the likes 
of which the EDL wants to emulate 
today. Back then the Oldham hooligan 
and Combat 18 callout for help fell on 
largely deaf ears. Today, EDL 
supporters seem only too willing to 
travel the country in search of trouble. 

Understanding of the cause and 
effect of EDL activities seems to be lost 
by the Home Office and its Public 
Order Unit. Ministers have repeatedly 
moaned about their hands being tied by 
the law and the advice they receive, but 
they are the politicians and their job is 
to lead, something of which they 
appear incapable. 

This is partly because they lack a real 
understanding of the EDL pheno- 
menon, which is far bigger than the 


organisation itself. It is also because 
the official response is being driven by the 
Home Office rather than involving other 
government departments, such as the 
Department for Communities and Local 
Government, which, one would hope, 
would take a wider view of this issue. 

The absence of an adequate response is 
also because there is a general crippling 
fear of consequences, which itself derives 
from a lack of coherent and bold political 
leadership. From a Government minister 
overriding an official’s advice to a local 
council or police force challenging the 
Home Office’s interpretation of the law, 
there seems to be a lack of incisive 
political leadership. 

It is clear that there is a problem with 
the law when a council or police force 
cannot stop an EDL protest, because it 
is static not a march, even when there is 
a serious risk of major disorder. We can 
stop a “suspected” football hooligan or 
striking miner (as happened in 1984) 
travelling around the country but we 
seem incapable of preventing thousands 
of EDL supporters descending on a city 
centre with a racist agenda. 

What is even more ridiculous is that 
in the interests of public order and 
safety the police actually escort the 
EDL into the area of their “static” 
protest. It is a march by the backdoor. 

There is no simple official solution to 
the EDL, not least because it draws its 
support from a society that is becoming 
increasingly hostile to Muslims. 
Banning the EDL is impractical 
because it is not an organisation and a 
ban will not necessarily reduce growing 
tensions between communities. 

Calling on the Government to 
introduce a law giving the police powers 
to ban static protests might also be an 
act too far. While there should be times 
— such as the planned protests in East 
London and Bradford — when the 
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Five things the 
Government 
should do 


Adopt a strategic approach to 

the EDL, which includes 
considering community 
cohesion, rather than looking at it 
purely as a law and order issue. 
This means a cross-department 
response, with the Home Office 
coordinating policy with the 
Department for Communities 
and Local Government. 


Develop a national response 

rather than the current 
localised approach, which leaves 
councils and local police forces to 
start from scratch at every event. 


Establish a national unit to 

monitor the EDL, such as the 
one created to track football 
hooliganism. This is especially 
important given Searchlight’s 
understanding that serious 
former loyalist terrorists are now 
involved. 


Establish a working group to 

look at whether current 
legislation is adequate to protect 
communities and social cohesion. 
This should take advice from all 
interested parties and publish its 
findings. 

Show some political 

leadership to what is, above 
all, a political problem. 


threat of disorder is so severe that the 
council, in collaboration with the police, 
should be able to prevent the EDL from 
protesting, there will be understandable 
fears about other ways such a law might 
be used to silence dissent and freedom 
of speech. 

But at least there needs to be 
a discussion, which is something that 
is not happening at the moment. 
The current policy, followed by the past 
and present Home Secretaries, of 
hiding behind a (questionable) legal 
opinion that nothing can be done is 
simply an abdication of responsibility. 

If and when serious trouble does 
occur let us not forget that it is our 
elected politicians who have allowed the 
EDL to prosper by their failure to show 
clear and bold leadership. In the 
meantime, the HOPE not hate 
campaign will work to build community 
resistance to the English Defence 
League. ~<l 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY and 
the English Defence League joined 
forces to bring central Barking to a 
standstill as they chanted racist 
songs and_ confronted Islamist 
demonstrators from a group called 
VIVES IT akswate eli aian @l ge kcy-(0 (=n 

The clashes happened during a 
homecoming parade by the Royal 
Anglian Regiment after the Home 
Secretary Theresa May failed to act 
on urgent requests from the leader of 
syle dine mre] ave Mm Dy-(o(-1a) ay-lpa mmole lee] Mme) 
ban rival demonstrations. 

Around 50 well known members of 
the EDL and the BNP, swigging from 
cans of lager and bottles of cider, 
Taaliare}(=xe | ai 4alm (eters) im el-te)e) (1) \r-l cal allare| 
the parade to launch a viciously racist 
tirade of abuse at 25 Islamist 
extremists. 

It was clear that the growing split 
in the BNP nationally had_ its 
expression in Barking. The disgraced 
former London’ BNP _ organiser 
lave mcoldanl-laraelelarell ire] cole] ol (=r-(e[-1e 510) 6) 
Bailey, who had not been seen in the 
borough since’ the _ elections, 
reappeared and joined former BNP 
councillor Lawrence Rustem and 


former BNP candidate Len Brown in 
the baying mob, avoiding former BNP 
councillor Richard Barnbrook and 
Eddy Butler, another failed BNP 
candidate in the borough, who 
preferred to hang around the Town 
Hall in silence. 

It was probably a wise decision for 
Barnbrook and Butler to give Bailey a 
wide birth. The last time the Anglian 
Regiment were in Barking, to attend 
Flame)iilatel mee) anlantanleleclanemiclaraa(olay 
Bailey had to be ejected, allegedly for 
being the worse for wear after 
helping himself to too much of the 
complimentary alcohol on offer. 

Also among the anti-lslam mob 
were Joel Titus, the notorious 
hooligan, and Bill Baker and Roger 
Firth from March For England. 
Blo) alam maliill eymosoyace) mini avere(=ciu'(-11 nese [e| 
in Bow, was arrested for allegedly 
carrying a lock knife during a scuffle 
between the rival groups outside 
Barking station, where the police 
drew their batons on both groups. 

Having disgraced themselves in 
Barking, the EDL consumed enough 
Dutch courage over the rest of the 
day to make their way to Whitechapel 


and Bethnal Green. After being 
refused service in a number of curry 
houses on Brick Lane, they clashed 


with locals outside Whitechapel 
station and East London mosque. 
During the course of their drunken 
rampage, a Muslim woman was 
f=) ofe) ge=1o CoM aT-\VeM ol-\-1air-bt-10] |x -10 t=] ale| 
to have had her head scarf torn from 
her head. Later in the evening, BNP 
supporters clashed with local people 
in Barking as they too went on a 
drunken rampage. 

Melee Msyanlicavin (-r-(e(-1are) ma st-la.diave place! 
IDY-eT-ta) ar-lann Gol ave] Pam vo) (om Y-relcag] lela 
that he was angry with the Home 
Secretary for not banning the rival 
demonstrations. “We emailed her and 
rang her office but had no response. 

“The people here are just sick to 
death of extremists. What happens 
rae) uvaivoys'Ze16 | elem el-e)e) (Mian talon efelgolele| a) 
who get caught up in this? What 
about young Asian kids who will now 
be lumped in with the few extremists 
who came here to stir up trouble? 
Here more than anywhere, the last 
thing we needed were extremists of 
FVaNvas ale(-as olelareliarepaaarsiiene hUri(elanr-lare 
hatred,’ Smith said. til 


BRADFORD TOGETHER 


A community campaign to stop the EDL 


By Nick Lowles 


HOPE NOT HATE Yorkshire is leading a 
campaign against a planned English 
Defence League protest in the 
city over the August Bank holiday. 
Called “Bradford Together’, it seeks to 
force the Home Secretary to block 
attempts by the EDL to invade the 
city and in the process build better 
community relations. 

Organising around a_ simple 
petition, the campaign has already 
won the support of leading figures in 
all the political parties, the Bishop of 
Bradford, the Muslim and _ Sikh 
communities, leaders of the Chambers 
of Commerce and trade unions. 

The determination to stop the EDL 
protest has been heightened 
because of the events of July 2001, 
when a small fascist incursion into 
the city centre led directly to riots, 
the scars of which continue to haunt 
the city today. 

“We simply cannot afford to allow a 
repeat,’ says Paul Meszaros, of HOPE 
not hate Yorkshire. “Our city suffered 
for years and another disturbance 
could be even more damaging. 

“That is why we have to act.” 

The campaign aims to demonstrate 
a huge public rejection of the politics 
of hate. “We want to build a really 
cross-community campaign,’ adds 
Paul. “We want 25,000 people signing 
the petition. We want to show that the 
people of Bradford - white, Asian, 
Christian, Muslim, young and old - 
want hope not hate. We want to unite 
the whole civic society in opposition 
to the EDL plans. 

“How can the Home Secretary 
ignore the wishes of a whole city? 
We simply do not believe that 
Government cannot act. There are 
some who talk about the protesters’ 
human rights and freedom of 
speech, but what about the human 
rights of the people of Bradford not 
to live in fear?” 


The campaign 
organisers also 
see the Bradford 
Together initiative 
as an opportunity 
to bring the city 
together, to develop 
better relationships and 
understanding between groups. 

“We all live in this city so let us find 
what unites us rather than divides us.’ 

The campaign will be taken into the 
local community through a roadshow, 
the local media and faith networks. 
“We want to involve ordinary people in 
this campaign. If we are to have any 
chance of forcing the Home Secretary 
to act it will be through a massive show 
of our strength of feeling. How can they 
ignore tens of thousands of people?” 

Several trade unions have already 


city, faith groups 
Fr have committed 
» themselves to speak 
to their congrega- 

tions and local action 
teams will take the peti- 
tion to shopping centres 
and estates. 

However, organisers are also 
conscious of their own responsibility 
to defend the city. “We don’t want to 
hear talk of counter demonstrations or 
confrontations. People who live in the 
city remember what happened before 
and know that we cannot afford a 
repeat of 2001. 

“But more importantly, we are not 
considering counter-demonstrations 
because we are confident that we 
can build such a huge campaign, 
involving so many people, that the 


agreed to distribute campaign 
material to all their members in the 


EDL will not be coming to Bradford in 
late August.’ ~~ 


We the people of Bradford are concerned about the 
proposed protest by the English Defence League 
(EDL) in our city in late August. 


The EDL is a violent racist organisation which 
seeks to vilify the Muslim communities and damage 
relations in the city. Its planned protest carries a 
serious threat of disorder that would have 


damaging consequences for Our city. } 


We reject entirely the EDL and their hate-filled 
racism. We want a city where people live in peace. 


We want HOPE not hate. 


We therefore call upon the Home Secretary to ban 
the EDL protest in Bradford. 


Bradford wants 
HOPE not hate 


he threat of the English 

Defence. League (EDL) 

invading Bradford is profoundly 

serious. The EDL is an 
organisation made up of extreme 
rightwingers, racists and football thugs 
and its only raison d®tre is to peddle 
lies and hate directed at the Muslim 
community. With our significant 
Muslim population, it was only a 
matter of time before they decided to 
demonstrate in Bradford. 

In some circles any mention of 
Bradford invokes images of racial strife 
and public disorder. These images are 
often unfair and can be based on the 
worst kind of racial stereotyping and 
prejudice but they are not baseless. 
Here in Bradford, and in particular in 
my constituency of Bradford West, we 
have had to come to grips with real issues 
and problems. Dealing with questions of 
race, immigration, poverty, religion and 
the myriad of associated questions is 
never easy but the difficulties are 
exacerbated by the activities and 
propaganda of the far right. Nevertheless 
these issues are not intractable and I am 
happy to report that in my constituency 
the fascist BNP was smashed, losing its 
deposit, and its racist analyses rejected by 
the electorate. 

For the far right, and this includes 
the EDL, Bradford remains totemic. 
A handful of NF thugs was able to 
provoke the riots of 2001, which did so 
much to damage not only the image of 
our city but also relations within the 
city. Indeed it was largely on the back of 
those events that the BNP had four 
councillors elected in 2004. That those 
BNP councillors have all been 
subsequently defeated is tribute to 
Searchlight and the HOPE not hate 
campaign, but is also testimony to the 
fact that Bradfordians have worked to 
overcome problems and mutual 
suspicions in the hope of building a 
better future for all. 


By Marsha Singh MP 


This is what the EDL seek to 
challenge. The public disorder that is 
associated with the EDL and the 
counter demonstrations they attract is 
exactly what any far-right strategist 
would wish for and I fear that our city 
could not recover from another riot. 
For this reason I believe that the EDL 
must be prevented from coming to 
Bradford. I do not make this call lightly 
and I certainly do not wish to sweep 
legitimate discussion and debate under 
the carpet, indeed it has been precisely 
because there has been a dialogue 
between communities that relations 
have improved. We are not naive enough 
to believe that by banning this event we 
will provide the answers to those people 
in Bradford who may support the EDL 
but we can only begin that process by 
maintaining peace on our streets. 

For these reasons I support and am 
calling on others to support the HOPE 
not hate campaign ‘Bradford Together’. 
As well as building a grass roots 
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campaign that has the support of many 
civic leaders, the HOPE not hate 
campaign is seeking to build an alliance 
of all Bradfordians who want to see a 
better future for our city. We want the 
EDL protest to be banned but we also 
want to create a civic pride that makes 
the EDL and other racist groups 
fundamentally unwelcome in our city. 

The Home Office needs to rise to this 
challenge. We are told that racist 
hoodlums uttering vile racist epithets 
are acting legally if their demonstration 
is static and it can only be banned if it is 
a march. This is nonsense. We are told 
that these demonstrators’ human rights 
must be defended but my question is 
what about the human rights of all 
those Bradfordians who would be 
abused and attacked by these racists. 

It is time for the Home Office to 
stick up for the rights of the decent 
law abiding majority of Bradfordians 
and in the process foster a spirit of 
hope not hate. ~= 


Eddy Butler speaks at 
the BNP’s “secret” 
European election 
manifesto launch in 
Grays, Essex on 11 
May 2009 
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By Sonia Gable 


he leadership contest is on, 

announced Eddy Butler less 

than four weeks after starting 

his “reclaim the British National 
Party” blog, in which he called for 
financial transparency, administrative, 
political and financial competence, 
and a “modern public image” for the 
fascist party. 

Speculation about a challenge to Nick 
Griffin, the BNP chairman, had been 
mounting since the party’s spectacular 
failure in the elections on 6 May. 
As the final votes in the council 
elections came in and shocked party 


)) Thefight 


Former national organiser bids for 


members realised that the BNP had not 
only failed to achieve any respectable 
results in the general election but had 
also lost all but two of the 28 council 
seats it was defending, calls for Griffin’s 
resignation were growing in the party. 

Griffin himself was floundering. 
First he tried desperately to play up 
the figures and pretend the results 
were actually a victory. Then he wrote 
off London, saying there was no point 
fighting elections in the capital as it 
was “no longer part of Britain’, and 
advocated turning the BNP into a civil 
rights movement. ’ 


ison 


BNP leadership 


But the practised tactician had 
already identified the main threat to his 
position. Up until polling day Griffin 
had praised his party’s election effort, 
claiming that over 18 million leaflets 
had been issued and the party’s 
investment in “machinery, systems, 
software and professional staff” had 
paid off. 


When it was clear that the outlay of 


large sums of members’ donations had 
not produced the hoped-for MPs and 
councillors, and his supporters were not 
buying his rose-tinted take on the 
elections, Griffin moved to the attack. 
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ip less respectable times: Eddy Butler leads a 
™“Combat18 security team to a BNP election meeting 
~-ia-Bethnal Green, east London, in April 1992 


Thirty years in far-right politics 


EDDY BUTLER, 47, started his political 
career in 1979 when he joined the 
National Front in Stockport just as its 
popularity was waning. He chose to go 
to university in the East End of London 
because, he says, he regarded it as the 
“heartland of British nationalism” and 
became the organiser of the NF's Tower 
Hamlets branch. His political activity 
did not stop him graduating with an 
honours degree in history and politics 
in 1984. 

As infighting grew in the NF, Butler 
left and joined the BNP, pre-empting 
moves by Nick Griffin to expel him 
from the NF, Butler claims. There he 
rose through the organisation ranks 
eventually ending reaching the post 
of national elections officer and 
national organiser. ; 

Although Butler achieved party 
promotion eventually, he lost out to 
his rival Tony Lecomber for the 
affections of John Tyndall, the 
founder and former leader of the BNP. 
Tyndall drafted Lecomber in to help 
write and produce his monthly 
magazine Spearhead and propelled 
him into a senior party position. 

Fed up with Tyndall's snubs, Butler 
went off to set up the “rights for whites” 
campaign in the East End. It was in 
those days that he and a team of 
thugs laid into a group of anti-fascists 
with hammers and other weapons, 
although he was never charged with 
any offence. Butler was responsible for 
the election of the BNP’s very first 
councillor, Derek Beackon, in Tower 
Hamlets in a by-election in September 
1993, though he lost his seat seven 
months later. 

In 1996, disillusioned with Tyndall's 
inability to reform the BNP, he quit to 
form the Bloomsbury Forum with 
elements of the right-wing fringe of 


the Conservative Party. While there 
he co-wrote the influential booklet, 
Standardbearers, which examined 
the past and future of British 
nationalism and revealed that, 
despite his street-fighter image, he 
was more intellectually competent 
than Griffin. 

He returned to the BNP in 1999, 
when Griffin became chairman, but 
left again with a number of others, 
this time over financial irregularities 
that came to light shortly after 
Griffin's election, and formed the 
Freedom Party. He soon recognised 
that was a dead end and returned to 
the BNP confident in Griffin's 
“community strategy”. 

Back in charge of election cam- 
paigning, Butler scored several council 
by-election successes. Now living in 
Essex, he became the party's Eastern 
regional organiser. His partner, Sue 
Clapp, was a councillor in Epping 
Forest district but did not defend her 
seat in this year’s election. 

Butler was one of several BNP officers 
taken onto the two BNP MEPs’ 
European Parliamentary office payroll 
in summer 2009, giving up his job in 
the finance department of the 
Corporation of the City of London. 
He was also one of the BNP activists 
placed on the electoral register in 
Barking to enable them to qualify for 
this year's council elections, although 
he was still living in Loughton, Essex. 

In March 2010 he was sacked from 
his party positions alongside Mark 
Collett, the BNP’s former head of 
publicity, who was accused of “financial 
irregularities and scamming” and of 
“conspiring with a small clique of other 
party officials to launch a ‘palace coup”. 
Butler claims the reasons for his 
dismissal have not been disclosed. 
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The party had failed because of its 
“underdeveloped elections department”, 
which had been headed by Butler until 
he was sacked at the end of March. 

He returned to the theme on 28 May 
when Clive Jefferson, a Griffin favourite 
who replaced Butler as national 
elections officer, announced “ambitious 
plans to revolutionise our elections 
machine based on the new high-tech 
methods developed by the Labour Party 
and the American digital campaign 
experts, Blue State Digital”. 

In an emailed newsletter the next day 
Griffin elaborated. “As any good boxer 
will know, you only really learn and gain 
experience from your defeats,” wrote the 
former Cambridge boxing _ blue. 
The party had done badly in the local 
elections because it had been “totally 
outclassed by the modern, efficient, 
high-tech electoral machine put in 
place by the old parties, especially 
Labour”. Blue State Digital had built a 
sophisticated database which allowed 
Labour to target voters with leaflets 
addressing their concerns, according to 
Griffin's analysis, and while BNP 
supporters were “trawling the streets 
knocking doors” Labour used call 
centres to ring their supporters, saving 
time and effort. 

“Our previous election methods were 
highly advanced — five years ago — but 
are now unfit for purpose. We need to 
up our game and copy what the winners 
are doing ... and that is what we plan 
to do,” declared Griffin in another 
sideswipe at Butler. 

Griffin already knew how. Jefferson, 
a man with no known experience in the 
field, was going to set up “our own 
nationwide database of supporters and 
... an election call centre”, just like that 
it seemed, save for the small matter of 
yet another demand for donations from 
the beleaguered membership. 

“We need to purchase desks, 
computers, new software packages, 
telephone systems, and a whole multitude 
of smaller items all the way down to 
standing clipboards, bins and maps. 

“Tt is an ambitious plan, but we cannot 
establish our new elections machine 
without your help, and this must be done 
immediately,” pleaded Griffin in an 
attempt to assure members that the 
party’s fortunes would be restored under 
his leadership and there was no need to 
change the man at the top. 

But Griffin knew this would not be 
enough to take the wind out of the sails 
of the growing numbers of BNP officers 
and activists calling for a leadership 
challenge this year. At a meeting of the 
party’s Advisory Council and key 


(left) Clive Jefferson with the “BNP ballerina” Simon Clarke (right) Simon Deacon speaks to Shelly Rose 


organisers on 22 May, he had 
dramatically announced his intention to 
step down as leader, though not until 
“the end of 2013”. 

The timing was intended to give him 
time to overhaul the BNP’s admin- 
istration, which would “take at least 18 
months to implement”, according to a 
statement on the BNP’s website that 
assumed Griffin's supporters would 
not notice that an 18-month period 
would only take him to the beginning 
of 2012. 

After that he would “hand the party 
over to someone who will be able to 
drive support up to where it can be a 
serious contender for power,” Griffin 
continued. He then hopes to become a 
major player on the European far-right 
stage, where he is already carving out a 
role among some of Europe’s most 
hardline racist and fascist organisations. 

Despite the implied admission that 
he was not the man to “drive support 
up’, Griffin was then going to 
concentrate on getting re-elected to the 
European Parliament in June 2014, 
expressing confidence in the party’s 
ability to retain its current two seats and 
add several more. 

If Griffin hoped that this two- 
pronged strategy would keep the lid on 
the discontent in the BNP, he was soon 
disappointed. Butler was rapidly 
gaining support around the country. 
Much of the party membership in the 
East of England, where Butler was 
the regional organiser until April, 
was supporting him, as were many 
activists elsewhere. 

Graham Partner, a BNP councillor in 
the East Midlands, joined the calls for a 
leadership challenge, saying the party 
was not “being managed in an open and 
honest way”. Jonathan Bowden, a 
popular speaker at party meetings, 


declared his 100% support for Butler, 
describing Griffin as a “sociopath and 
moral cretin’. 

Cambridge BNP declared that “the 
party is now dead in the water” and 
claimed that other than the two MEPs 
and the “key personnel” they had put on 
the European Parliament payroll, who 
were “all enjoying quite good life styles 
provided by members’ hard work and 
donations”, the party had gained little 
from its European election successes. 

And Simon Deacon, a BNP parish 
councillor in Markyate, northwest 
Hertfordshire, recorded an interview 
with Shelly Rose, another BNP activist, 
in which he expressed bitter 
disappointment in the election result, 
saying “if the leader can't get the votes 
they have to be changed”. He also 
claimed “certain people have been 
bullied at party meetings”. 

On 6 June several officials and 
members of the BNP, together with a 
few expelled opponents of Griffin, 
met in Leicester to discuss “the 
difficulties of confronting a regime as 
corrupt and fanatically defensive as 
Griffin's leadership of the party,” 
according to Simon Bennett, the former 
BNP webmaster, on the pro-reform 
website he has been running since 
shortly after the election. 

“Everyone was in agreement to the 
effect that he [Griffin] had treated loyal 
members and officers of the party with 
considerable disdain at best, and 
with bullying and corrupt behaviour at 
worst,” the report continued. Participants 
particularly highlighted the way Griffin 
had used the party as “as a personal and 
family business empire”, echoing what 
Searchlight has been saying ever since 
Griffin brought in Jim Dowson to help 
him beg for more and more money off 
the members, provide accountancy 


services and set up the party’s Belfast call 
centre, run by Dowson’s and Griffin’s 
relations and business associates. 

The meeting called for more 
democracy in the party, in which 
Griffin appoints all senior officers and 
exercises total control, and for financial 
transparency, a response to revelations 
by Searchlight now accepted among 
Griffin's opponents in the BNP that 
Dowson exercises unacceptable control 
over the party’s finances. It was a matter 
of “honesty, trust and integrity — three 
vital words that are missing from the 
lexicon of the Griffin regime”. 

Some of those present even wondered 
whether the “serial errors, legal 
challenges and misjudgements” made by 
the leadership in the past few months 
might be “more than appalling 
misjudgement, incompetence and 
negligence” but rather the work of a 
“State asset, or at least those of an 
individual who is being guided and 
channelled by the State in return for 
political ‘favours’ and the overlooking of 
financial corruption’. 

On 18 June Butler formally declared 
his intention to challenge Griffin. 
Although the party constitution does 
not provide for an election for deputy 
chairman, Butler, recognising that 


Simon Darby, the present deputy and 
committed Griffin loyalist would never 
serve under him, stated that the name of 
his candidate for deputy chairman 
would be announced shortly. 

Boxer Griffin can be expected to fight 
dirty to cling onto his cash machine. 
He has already suspended people for 
criticising him, including Bennett and 
two other prominent activists in 
Cornwall, who say they have not 
been given details of the offences 
they are alleged to have committed, 
in contravention of the party’s 
constitution. One is Peter Mullins, the 
former South West regional organiser, 
who said that as result of Griffin's 
“dictatorship” the party had “kissed 
goodbye to the whole of Cornwall and 
literally thrown us in the bin’. Mullins 
and James Fitton, a BNP candidate in 
the general election, had attended the 
Reform group meeting in Leicester. 

The party has also set up an 
“unofficial” blog to “expose” Butler. 
Party members reported receiving an 
anonymous email directing them to it. 
Investigation revealed that it had been 
sent by Paul Golding, the Griffin 
loyalist recently appointed the party’s 
national communications officer. 
Several people pointed out that the use 


of the BNP’s membership list to send 
an email that did not officially come 
from the party was a breach of data 
protection legislation. 

The blog has mounted personal 
attacks on Butler’s supporters, calling 
one woman a “cranky old witch” and 
attacking Bowden for glorifying 
“fascist elitism and the Klu [sic] Klux 
Klan’, an accusation more readily laid 
at Griffin’s door. 

On the day Butler announced his 
leadership bid a hazy video “emerged” 
on YouTube purportedly showing 
Butler spending the night with black 
prostitutes in a Belgian brothel in Ypres 
during a BNP trip to visit the European 
Parliament last December. It claimed he 
had gone to the “whore house” on the 
same evening that the BNP group had 
attended a ceremony at the Menin 
Gate, in a bid to show that he is a 
“disgrace to nationalism” and unfit to 
lead the BNP. 

In fact the brothel accusation had first 
been circulated at the beginning of 
June. Butler admitted that he and two 
other people had got drunk that evening 
but said the video had been shot by 
Jefferson not in a brothel but in a bar 
next to the hotel where they were 
staying. “I have heard of the pub with no 


How to force a leadership election 


THE NEW BRITISH National Party constitution places huge 
obstacles in the way of anyone who wants to challenge the 
incumbent chairman. Tightened rules were sneaked in by 
Griffin when he rewrote the constitution in the face of legal 
action by the Equality and Human Rights Commission over the 
party's discriminatory membership criteria. 

Although clauses on who can join the party and its purposes 
and objectives were put to members in an EGM in February, 
huge sections of the new constitution were left for Griffin to 
add afterwards. Griffin also retains the power to change many 
of its provisions unilaterally. 

When former BNP councillor Colin Auty tried to mount a 
leadership bid in 2008 he needed to obtain only 100 
signatures from members of at least two years’ standing. 
Even that he failed to achieve, partly because of the party's 
high dropout rate of members. Griffin then changed the rules 
so that a challenger had to obtain the support of 20% of 
members with continuous membership of two years. 

Now even that is not enough. Eddy Butler also has to obtain 
the signatures of at least 20% of the party's “voting members’, 
those who not only have two years’ membership but have also 
attended party ideological training sessions and are activists or 
have made the financial contribution specified by the 
chairman. Needless to say Griffin personally has the final say in 
who can or cannot be a voting member. Although the number 
of voting members is small, most will be Griffin loyalists. 

lf Butler obtains all these signatures, he still has to obtain the 
vote of at least 10% of members of the Founders’ Association” 


held between 11 and 31 August. The Founders’ Association, a 
separate body in which all party assets are vested, is not 
defined in the constitution but it is apparently people who 
were paid-up members before the constitution was adopted 
in February and have remained members since. 

Nominations open on 20 July and close on 10 August. 
The constitution states that the number of members with two 
years’ continuous membership and the number of voting 
members will be published on 1 July, but does not specify that 
potential challengers will be given lists of those people to 
enable them to canvass support among valid nominators. 

Announcing his leadership bid, Butler said: 
“Teams will be organised in all regions to 
get the required number of signatures in 
order to be nominated as a candidate,’ 
and invited readers of his blog to 
become part of those teams. 

When Auty (pictured) tried to collect 
signatures, Lee Barnes, the BNP’s delusion- 
al legal officer, wrote to party members 
warning that anyone who signed Auty’s § 
forms would be “suspended from Party 
membership pending an internal disci- 
plinary tribunal where members 
will be tried for conspiracy and 
treason’. 

There is little reason to suppose 
it will be any different this time. 
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beer. This was the brothel with no 
prostitutes, no strippers — nothing in 
fact,” Butler said. There had been 
embarrassing “laddish jokey talk”, but 
Jefferson had provided the film with a 
“sly running commentary” and next day 
spread the story that Butler had been 
with black prostitutes. 

According to Butler, Jefferson was 
after Butler’s job as national elections 
officer. “Eventually I insisted that 
Jefferson be questioned about the lies 
that he had been deliberately spreading 
and an official warning letter was placed 
on his employment file.” 

Butler goes on to claim that Griffin 
told Jefferson to keep the film for future 
use and instructed a female supporter to 
post iton VNN, a nazi forum, as soon as 
Butler announced his leadership bid. 

This is just the start. If Butler can 
obtain enough signatures to force a 
leadership election — and that is a big if 
— the BNP will be in for a long hot 
summer until the votes are counted on 
21 October. 

At the beginning of June the BNP 
announced that it had cancelled its Red, 
White and Blue summer festival, 
ostensibly because the party believed 
the cost of policing it would be better 
spent on “counter terrorism’ operations. 

In past years the festival has often 
provided a forum for disunity to grow 
and for discontented activists to gather 
their forces. It may be that the BNP 
could not afford to put on this year’s 
festival, or that BNP activists were in no 
mood to do so after the party’s massive 
poll defeats, but it is certainly true that a 
big gathering of party members in 
August, in the middle of a leadership 
challenge, would not have helped 
Griffin, who prefers to operate by 
intrigue and threats, picking off 
individuals and winning them to his 
side by granting favours such as 
important party roles and jobs on his 
European Parliamentary payroll. 

Butler has a hard task ahead of him. 
Much will depend on whether he 
can win over branch organisers who can 
influence their local members, many of 
whom do not follow the various internet 
forums on which the main players and 
their supporters have set out their stalls. 
Griffin controls the ‘party’s website and 
means of communicating with members. 
The party constitution provides for all 
members to receive a manifesto from 
each candidate with their ballot paper 
(though only one A4 sheet), a pre- 
recorded debate on BNP TV, space on 
the BNP’s website and in the party’s 
magazine and three hustings meetings. 
However the Advisory Council, which 


Butler's election platform 


EDDY BUTLER (pictured) and _ his 
supporters believe that although Griffin 
“has done a tremendous job these past 
eleven years in promoting the BNP’, he 
has “accumulated a massive amount of 
baggage” and “has become more of a 
public liability than an asset”. 

The reformers say that the party 
needs a relaunch because its electoral 
progress has halted, activists have lost 
enthusiasm, funding has dried up, 
financial liabilities are © mounting, 
enquiries to the party have plummeted, 
the party's central machinery is failing, 
local organisation needs rebuilding and 
there are no new ideas or initiatives — a 
devastating list of failures. 

Butler has put forward a set of 
demands that reflect. the complaints 
against Griffin that have circulated 
since the general election. 

On party finances he calls for “finan- 
cial transparency and competence’, the 
targeting of resources at “front end” 
activities - “elections, councillor sup- 
port, local recruitment — and 
organisation’, and tight control over 
spending. He complains that “vast 
amounts are thrown away on avoid- 
able litigation and on wasteful 
internal projects’ 

“Avoidable litigation” refers not 
only to the Equality Commission 
case over discrimination in 
the party constitution, 
which Butler's supporters 
say Griffin handled with 
massive incompetence, 
but also to the conse- 
quences of the reckless 
decision by Griffin to use 
a Marmite image in the 
first release of the party's 


Griffin controls, can decide to omit or 
replace any of these “in the event that 
unavoidable external circumstances 
render any of these methods of 
communication impractical”, a phrase 
capable of wide interpretation. 

If Griffin wins a leadership election or 
Butler fails to collect enough signatures, 
the turmoil is unlikely to go away. 
So many serious allegations have been 
aired against Griffin, especially over 
financial impropriety and mismanage- 
ment, that many no longer trust him. 

Dowson is universally hated. He has 
said he was retained on a three-year 
contract from the start of 2008; many 
will want him out the moment it comes 


general election broadcast and to legal 
actions arising from disputes with for- 
mer party staff and contractors. 

Pointing out that the party's 
“authoritarian leadership style inhibits 
new ideas and stifles debate’ Butler 
wants greater accountability by the 
party leader to the membership and 
“separation of powers between the 
political chairman and the party 
administration”. If elected he promises 
that he would present a revised party 
constitution to an EGM within. six 
months, to stabilise the party in time to 
enter the Welsh Assembly, Scottish 
Parliamentary and local election next 
year “rejuvenated” 

Interestingly Butler does not 
necessarily see himself as a long-term 
leader. Next year there will be “a full 
new leadership election under the new 
fairer Constitution with several fresh 
leadership candidates who we can 
choose between in a civilised debate’, 
declared the announcement on 
Butler's blog. 

The statement does not mention by 
name Jim Dowson, Griffin's “consultant” 
and butt of many of the 
accusations over the party's 
finances to the extent that many 
of those calling for a challenge to 
Griffin have invoked Searchlight's 
conclusion that Dowson 
owns the BNP. However 
few will be in doubt about 
what is meant by the 
reference to “removing 
the harmful influences 
and the alien corporate 
consultancy culture that 
infests the upper reaches of 
the party” 


to an end. But if he goes, the future of 
the BNP’s Belfast call centre must be in 
doubt. And Dowson has access to the 
party membership list and all sorts of 
sensitive information. 

Griffin has overcome adversity many 
times in the past. Previous rebels have 
left the party and vanished into 
obscurity. Some supporters of Butler 
have advocated forming a new party, but 
recognise that it could take 20 years to 
get to where the BNP was before the 
2010 elections. All the other existing 
far-right parties are small, disorganised 
or fractionalised, and full of nazis. 

But Griffin’s position is certainly not 
impregnable, that much is certain. ~< 


BNP operations centre in 
office leased by Dowson 


NICK GRIFFIN, the BNP leader, is 
hoping to seize back the initiative 
and regain his members’ confidence 
by setting up a new campaigns 
executive. Headed by Clive Jefferson, 
the man who replaced Eddy Butler as 
the party's national elections officer, it 
is intended to “coordinate and marshal 
the entire Party for the purpose of 
winning elections”. 

The new structures are also intended 
to consolidate the hold of Griffin and 
his “consultant” Jim Dowson on the 
party. Paul Golding, another diehard 
Griffin loyalist, has been put in charge 
of a new “communications and 
publicity department” encompassing 
media and communications, the BNP 
website, publicity and design. The new 
department has been “designed and 
researched by Midas Consultants and 
Mr Golding’, the party website announ- 
ced in an attempt to counter the 
attacks on Jim Dowson, one of whose 
many businesses is Midas Consultants. 

During election campaigns the 
campaigns executive will “converge 
on” the BNP’s “operations centre”. 
A BNP email requesting donations to 
equip it did not disclose where it was, 
but Searchlight can reveal its location 
in Unit 13, Salmon Springs Trading 
Estate in Stroud. 

Three rooms in the unit were leased 
by Adlorries.com Ltd, one of Dowson’s 
companies, for three years from 
spring 2009 at a rent of £5,000 a year. 
They were to be used as a training 
centre for the BNP run by Michaela 
Mackenzie, but have remained empty 
after the party sacked her from her 
posts as administration officer and 
national nominating officer. Like many 
in the BNP it appears she clashed 
with Dowson. She has appealed to 
the employment tribunal, another 
case that could leave the BNP with a 
large legal bill. 

Mike Howson, a former military 
trainer and Griffin’s bully boy in the 


By Sonia Gable 


Ex-military trainer Mike Howson (above) and 
(below) BNP communicator and data 
protection flouter Paul Golding 


South West, will now run the BNP’s 
training department there. Howson, 
the BNP’s ageing national youth officer, 
took over from Peter Mullins as the 
BNP’s South West regional organiser 
and promptly instigated his suspension 
from the party. 

Simon Bennett, the BNP’s former 
webmaster, claims that Howson was 
one of those who tried to confront 
the party leadership over Dowson’s 
“dodgy dealings and history’, but after 
they were all “frog-marched to a court 
style hearing’, Howson folded “like a 
pack of cards” and is now “a poodle to 
Jim Dowson”. 


The real 


What goes up 


By Rupy Kaur 


s you probably know | finally 
jumped out of a plane on 
Saturday 6 June. The whole 

experience was absolutely 

amazing and | have definitely got 
the bug to do another one, soon. 

The scariest bit was the actual 

freefall. | remember closing my 

eyes as my instructor and | jumped 

out of the plane and then 10 

seconds after jumping | opened my 

eyes and all | could see was the 
ground moving closer and closer. 

However when the parachute 

opened everything was so serene 

and peaceful until my instructor 
kept spinning me around, but | 
liked that. The people at the 
parachute centre were absolutely 
amazing with regards to my needs 
and had everything prepared for 
the landing. 

| think this skydive has been one 
of the best experiences of my life so 
far. | hope | have done HOPE not 
hate proud and have raised 


awareness about the organisation. 
| also hope that | have encouraged 
other people to stand up for what 
they believe in. 

Through the skydive we have 
raised over £2500 and | would like to 
thank everybody who has supported 
me. A big thank you to my sponsors. 
I'd also like to thank HOPE not hate 
for designing the website and 
spreading the news, but my biggest 
thank you is to my friends and family 
who have put up with me for about 
eight months now while I've been 
waiting to do the skydive and 
constantly talking about it. Finally I'd 
like to give a huge thank you to the 
Northwest Parachute Centre for 
being absolutely amazing with 
regards to meeting all my needs on 
the day and just being so happy. 

This website will be up for a few 
weeks now so if you'd still like to 
sponsor me please do. A video of my 
jump is coming soon so stay tuned. 
Until next time. ~<q 
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Tom Gower 


AEE ENDS 


By David Williams 


NICK GRIFFIN claims his party is a 
“Christian party” which upholds 
“Christian values”. The British National 
Party chairman has gone so far as to 
proclaim that he too is a Christian, a 
claim ridiculed by his own wife who 
stated that he is “totally unreligious”. 
This duplicity aside, Griffin has 
maintained a strategy of emphasising 
the “Christian” roots of both the BNP 
and Britain as a means of driving a 
wedge between white communities and 
their Muslim, Sikh and Hindu 
neighbours. The Christian veneer of the 
BNP is a thin one, however, with many 
leading members professing themselves 
heathens, albeit of a racist stripe. 


One of these is Tom Gower, the BNP 
organiser for Coventry and South 
Warwickshire. Gower is employed full 
time by the party as its enquiries 
secretary, dispatching information packs 
from the party’s Nuneaton office as well 
as helping out in its Belfast Call Centre. 

Despite being only 25 years old, 
Gower “has been involved in 
nationalism for nearly nine years” boasts 
a party biography, which goes on to state 
that he “has interests in Indo-European 
culture and traditions as well as nature 
and philosophy”. Quite what this 
means is easier to understand when one 
learns that Gower was also the Coventry 
contact for Woden’s Folk and operates 


its “hearth” in the region, a hearth being 
a group of professed Wodenists 
gathering under a hearth warder who 
has undergone its “einheriar initiation’. 
Woden’s Folk is a pagan group 
formed on 23 April 1998 after its 
founder, who took the name Wulf, had a 
“profound mystical experience”. As a 
result, Wulf established a “Folkish 
Movement aimed at reviving the most 
ancient Ur-Religion of the English Folk 
in a new form suited to the New Age — 
the Age of Ing”. As might be deduced 
from a group preoccupied with 
ritualistic communion with ancient 
heathen and Norse Gods, many of its 
social and political concerns represent 


fierce criticism of what it perceives to be 
the shallow materialism of the 
contemporary world. 

Evincing a thinly veiled hostility 
towards “multi-racial society”, Wodens 
Folk has an apocalyptic vision of the 
future in which the only chance for 
racial survival amid the “disorder, 
anarchy and chaos” is the “healthy 
co-operation between blood-kin that 
will ensure the survival of our Folk at 
some level”. 

As suggested by its namesake Woden, 
the God of battle and death worshipped 
by the Anglo-Saxons in England 
until their conversion to Christianity, 
Woden’s Folk portrays itself as a 
muscular warrior cult. It urges its 
followers to take up some form of 
the “warrior arts” in order “to defend 
themselves in a land fast falling into 
violent disorder”. The truth is 
undoubtedly rather more prosaic. 

Heathenism and paganism are not 
inherently racist, but the mixture of 
“nature-religion” and racial survivalism 
espoused by Woden's Folk has a clear 
appeal to BNP members, particularly its 
professed aim “to restore the English 
Identity and to take the fate of the 
English back into our hands so as to 
ensure our survival as a Folk”. To this end 
in 2007 Woden’s Folk set up its own 
more explicitly political vehicle to restore 
“English identity” called the English 
Movement. “Too long have we suffered 
under an alien yolk,” intoned its website. 

Gower is not the only BNP member 
attracted to the racial heathenism of 
Woden’s Folk and the English 
Movement. Its King’s Lynn contact is 
Gary Harkins, a former BNP member 
and organiser for the openly racist 
National Front (NF) in King’s Lynn 
before he became involved in the 
National Socialist Movement (NSM), 
a British offshoot of the American 
group of the same name. Harkins, 
who describes himself as a “national 
socialist”, is covered in white power 
tattoos including one in runes across 
his neck that reads “White Power”. 
His favourite book is Hitler’s Mein 
Kampf, according to his website. 

The North East (Tyne and Wear) 
English Movement contact is Michael 
Dodd, another BNP member, whose 
Facebook page displays a Wotansvolk 
banner, the racial Odinist group 
established in 1995 by David Lane, a 
former member of The Order, a racist 
terrorist group deified by white 
supremacists across the world. 

The BNP often makes use of heathen 
symbols, not least the Odal rune, which 
has stood over its Red, White and Blue 


This photo was on Gary Harkins’s Facebook page. We believe it’s him 


annual summer festival despite its 
historic use by several SS regiments 
during the Second World War. 

Gower was previously involved with 
the English Heathen Front (EHF), 
which dedicated itself to restoring “the 
holy bond between English blood and 
English soil”. The parallels with the 
Nazis’ “blood and soil” ideology are 
obvious. The group eulogised such 
English vdélkisch thinkers as Rolf 
Gardiner, Viscount Lymington and 
Jorian Jenks, agricultural adviser to the 
British Union of Fascists (BUF). 

Now defunct, the EHF was founded 
around 2001 as the English “chapter” of 
the Allgermanische Heidnische Front 
(AHF), an international network of 
“tribes” that evolved out of the Norsk 
Hedensk Front founded in 1993 by 
Varg Vikernes, the Norwegian black 
metal musician and murderer, whose 
own brand of heathenism included a 
heavy dose of national socialism, 
antisemitism, eugenic and racism. 

The EHF reproduced Vikernes’s 
writings on its website lambasting the 
racist theology of Christian Identity as 
an attack on the “Aryan soul” of pagan 
man. The head of its German chapter 
was Henrik Mobus, another black metal 
musician who assumed his position in 
the AHF in 1998 shortly after being 
released on parole from youth detention 
for murder. Having violated his parole by 
demeaning his victim in print and giving 
the Nazi salute, Modbus fled to America 
where he became involved with the 
National Alliance led by the late William 
Pierce, who was then seeking to exploit 
black metal for the white power cause. 
Mobus was eventually rearrested and 
deported to Germany. 

The AHF defined itself as a “radical 
European movement dedicated to the 
promotion of heathenism and Germanic 
folkish solidarity on both the political 
and religious level”. Dedicated to 


preserving this “folk” heritage, both 
organisations were particularly hostile 
to the “pernicious” influence of “Judeao- 
Christianity”. Like its parent, the 
EHF was also keen to “spearhead the 
revival of militant folk consciousness”, 
which it aimed to do by “restoring our 
ancient Germanic worldview, morals 
and customs”. 

This elite creed, “inscribed in our 
blood”, sought to foster an 
“ethnoplural” (i.e. racially segregated) 
Britain and indeed Europe as opposed 
to a “multicultural” one. Its promotion 
of “blood and soil” was viewed as the 
only way of restoring European identity 
and “tribal kinship” which alone, 
the EHF believed, could combat “the 
destructive forces of globalisation, post- 
nationalism and cultural entropy” that 
besieged the nation. 

As well as being involved with the 
EHF Gower also participated in events 
organised by the AHF, attending a 
camp in Norway that drew participants 
from across Scandinavia. In keeping 
with the desire to disseminate the 
supposed values of the Germanic 
“folkish” tradition, Gower can often be 
seen wearing t-shirts by Thor Steiner, a 
“Nordic” clothing company whose use 
of Germanic runes, similar to those 
used by the SS, led to it being banned in 
2004. It later rebranded and began 
trading again. The German security 
services treat the wearing of Thor 
Steiner clothing as an indicator of 
involvement in nazi subculture. 

The BNP does not seem unduly 
perturbed by such indicators. Gower 
was recently pictured wearing a Thor 
Steiner t-shirt when he met Griffin. 
Ironically Thor Steiner was recently 
acquired by an Arab firm based in 
Dubai which, as the Financial Times 
laconically observed, may force “neo- 
Nazis ... to reconsider their choice 


of outfit”. =i 


Comment 


There is still much work to do 


Two months on and it is perhaps an appropriate time to reflect on 
May’s elections. They delivered a devastating defeat to the British 
National Party, particularly in Barking and Dagenham and Stoke-on- 
Trent, but perhaps not as terminal as some might believe. Nick Lowles 
looks at what was behind our victory and argues that there is still 


much to do if we are really to defeat the far-right party. 


t would be easy to view the 2010 

election results as a terminal 

blow to the British National 

Party. The far-right party was 
humiliated in Barking and Dagenham 
and Stoke-on-Trent and even failed to 
increase its share of the vote in its two 
priority parliamentary constituencies 
of Barking and Stoke-on-Trent 
Central. It was totally wiped out on 
Barking and Dagenham council and 
nationally it lost 26 of the 28 council 
seats it was defending while failing to 
win any new ones. 

Many commentators saw this as the 
beginning of the end of the BNP. 
Many MPs have begun to talk of the 
BNP threat in the past tense. Nick 
Griffin publicly announced the end of 
the BNP in London and his own 
retirement as leader of the party some 
time in the future. 

Of course, on one level, the elections 
were a major defeat for the BNP. 
It humiliatingly failed in its publicly 
stated aims of securing representation to 
Westminster and control of Barking and 
Dagenham council. It is in a far weaker 
position in Stoke-on-Irent, once 
described by Griffin as its “jewel in the 
crown’, and slipped back in local 
government elections across the country. 

But on closer inspection, the victory 
was as much about tactics and 
circumstances as about ideology. 

Nowhere was this more so than in 
Barking and Dagenham. The elections, 
especially for the council, became 
a referendum on the BNP and in 
particular on whether people wanted 
Griffin and his party running their 
borough. 

Polarising the election in that way 


was a deliberate strategy of the HOPE 
not hate campaign. We believed we 
needed to hammer home what was at 
stake in this election, to stop some 
people thinking they could register 
a protest vote. We explained what a 
BNP-run council would look like; we 
mocked up Griffin in front of a 
blackboard and asked parents whether 
they really wanted this man deciding 
what was taught in local schools. 

The BNP was also defeated by 
better campaigns, not only that of 
HOPE not hate but also those of the 
two constituency Labour parties. 
Both Margaret Hodge and Jon Cruddas 
ran ruthlessly effective campaigns. 
Both identified and mobilised 
thousands of voters and, although 
they adopted quite different strategies, 
there was virtually no difference in 
the Labour vote in wards across the 
two constituencies. 

By contrast, the BNP ran an 
appalling campaign — both in Barking 
and Dagenham and in Stoke-on-Trent. 

While we should certainly celebrate 
our victories in these BNP heartlands 
we cannot claim to have defeated the 
BNP on immigration. An issue high 
among voters’ concerns, it remained 
the big white elephant in the room. 
At best the political parties ignored it 
and at worst they pandered to real or 
perceived concerns. 

There were many very negative 
comments about immigration even 
from those voters who came out 
against the BNP. Either it was not 
their most important issue or the 
thought of a BNP-run council 
horrified them more. 

And unless we begin to challenge 


address 


the real and 
perceived issues around immigration, 
the threat of the BNP will remain. 


racism and 


Missing the target 

In May 2009 I gatecrashed an official 
Labour Party briefing on the BNP for 
its MPs in the House of Commons. 
The party had run 30,000 identified 
BNP voters through its computer 
system and so was able to profile the 
typical BNP voter. There were clear 
differences between the BNP voter in 
London and Essex compared to the 
BNP voter in the North West and 
West Midlands. 

Unsurprisingly, the Labour Party 
identified anger at immigration and 
benefit cheats as the two main reasons 
for voting BNP. 

The party’s remedy was to give the 
small gathering of MPs two briefing 
papers — one highlighting the measures 
the Labour Government had put into 
place to limit immigration in recent 
years; the second explaining the 
crackdown on benefit cheats. 

There was no attempt to investigate 
which groups in society were less likely 
to vote BNP and how they could be 
mobilised or how local parties could 
dispel BNP and media myths about 
immigration. It was depressingly 
negative, pandered to the whims and 
prejudices of BNP voters and did 
nothing to mobilise people positively. 

“Voter concern over immigration 
ebbs and flows for a whole number of 
reasons, largely due to the varying 
positivity or insecurity felt by the voter. 
The greater a voter's concern about their 
own financial and economic position, or 
a low sense of identity, the more the 


voter is likely to be concerned about the 
impact immigration has. The more 
affluent and content communities are 
not the ones voting BNP.” 

The initial statements in the current 
Labour leadership contest show a 
continuation of this depressing trend. 
Candidates appear to be falling over 
themselves to state how the party has 
failed its voters on immigration. 

There are several problems with this 
approach. Firstly, while the Miliband 
brothers, Ed Balls and Andy Burnham 
rush to beat themselves up over 
immigration, not one of them has 
actually proposed an _ alternative 
approach beyond vague sound bites on 
being tougher (against whom exactly 
is unclear). 

Secondly, the highlighted 
shortcomings of Labour’s immigration 
policy occurred under their watch so it 
is a bit hypocritical of any of them to 
bemoan the problem now, having 
remained silent for so long. How can 
anyone really believe their sincerity 
about the threat some voters felt was 
posed by Eastern European migrant 
workers when all four had repeatedly 
voted against increasing employment 
rights for temporary and agency 
workers, which could have increased 
job security and reduced the ability of 
employers cynically to use migrant 
workers as an income policy. 

Finally, and possibly = most 
importantly, each of the candidates 
sees race and immigration as 
immoveable political facts that can 
therefore only be dealt with by 
seemingly addressing voters’ concerns. 
However, this is not the case. Voter 
concern over immigration ebbs and 
flows for a whole number of reasons, 
largely due to the varying positivity or 
insecurity felt by the voter. The greater 
a voter’s concern about their own 
financial and economic position, or a 
low sense of identity, the more the 
voter is likely to be concerned about 
the impact immigration has. The more 
affluent and content communities are 
not the ones voting BNP. 

This was clearly demonstrated in the 
extensive YouGov survey conducted 
before the 2009 European election. 
BNP voters were far more pessimistic 
about their financial situation than all 
other voters. 

It is even more graphically shown in 
a study called Transatlantic Trends, 
carried out by the German Marshall 
Fund of the United States, a US public 


policy institution, and supported by the 
Barrow Cadbury Trust. Contrasting 
attitudes towards immigration 
between 2008 and 2009 highlights the 
impact the economic crisis had on the 
minds of the respondents. 

In 2008, 20% of people in the UK saw 
immigration as the most important 
issue facing the country. By 2009 this 
had risen to 30% — a 50% increase. 
Among households whose financial 
situation had got worse over the 
previous 12 months, the figure was 41%. 

There were similar rises in anti- 
immigrant sentiment across Europe 
and North America in the 
corresponding period. 

Interestingly, 48% of people in the UK 
believed that “Immigrants bring down 
wages of native-born workers” and 54%, 


Voter concern over 
immigration ebbs 
and flows for a whole 
number of reasons, largely 
due to the varying positivity 
or insecurity felt by the voter. 
The greater a voters concern 
about their own financial 
and economic position, or a 
low sense of identity, the 
more the voter is likely to be 
concerned about the 
impact immigration has. 
The more affluent and 
content communities 
are not the ones 


voting BNP 


the highest of any country surveyed, 
believed that “immigrants take jobs 
away from native-born workers”. 

The research also emphasised 
widespread misconceptions about 
immigration. UK respondents believed 
that immigrants made up 27% of 
the population, as opposed to the 
10% reality. 

I have long argued that in addition to 
direct economic factors the loss of 
identity is also a major factor in the 
growth in support for the BNP. It is no 
coincidence that the areas where the 
BNP has made its greatest electoral 


inroads were predominantly one 
industry towns — be it coal, steel or cars 
— which have long since vanished. 
The exception is the West Yorkshire 
corridor that takes in parts of 
south Bradford, north Calderdale, 
south Kirklees and south Leeds. 
But even here identity is important. 
These are all areas that were brought 
into bigger conurbations in the 1974 
local government reorganisation. 

The ruling coalition’s position on 
immigration is no less coherent or 
realistic. The Liberal Democrats 
contested the election in favour of an 
amnesty for established illegal 
immigrants. Given that 68% of Britons 
are worried about “illegal immigration” 
this was a bold policy. But it was a 
realistic and sensible policy. The other 
parties, particularly the Conservatives 
and the right-wing press, repeatedly 
attacked Nick Clegg over this but in 
reality had no sensible position of their 
own. Quite how a government, of 
whatever political colour, intends to 
identify, round up and deport up 
to 600,000 undocumented people has 
never actually been explained or costed. 

It is this failure to have an honest and 
open debate over immigration — away 
from the shrill scaremongering of the 
media — that perpetuates the problem. 
With politicians from all parties 
outbidding themselves to prove how 
tough they are — without addressing the 
issue in a sensible manner — it is hardly 
surprising that UK voters have the 
most negative views on immigration in 
the Western world. 

Immigration is, of course, a political 
issue. The impact it has on com- 
munities, often those least equipped to 
cope, needs to be properly discussed. 
Its impact on jobs, wages and even 
identity needs to be assessed. But until 
this is done in an honest and coherent 
way and there is recognition that 
attitudes towards immigrants are often 
reflective of a wider economic and 
social malaise, then it remains simply 
“a problem”. And as long as immigra- 
tion is perceived overwhelmingly as 
“a problem” — as 66% of Britons now 
believe it is — then the BNP will never 
be totally defeated. 

To believe otherwise is dangerous 
complacency that, as the country 
braces itself for massive public sector 
cuts and job losses, will only come back 
to haunt those very same politicians 
who now believe the threat of the BNP 
has gone away. ~= 
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A BNP-free Britain 


The future for HOPE not hate 


The British National Party was heavily defeated in the recent elections but the 
battle is far from over. Our organising team looks at how the HOPE not hate 


campaign plans to develop over the coming months. 


ritain’s voters comprehensively 

rejected the BNP’s divisive 

message at the May elections 

but with massive cuts and 
further economic trauma on the 
horizon the threat of a resurgence of 
the BNP remains real. In addition, 
there is a growing threat posed by the 
racist English Defence League (EDL), 
which is splitting communities with its 
hateful brand of Islamophobia. 

That said, we really do have a golden 
opportunity to expand HOPE not hate 
on the back of recent successes and 
stamp out the remaining elected BNP 
representatives, while crushing any 
resurgence of support for the party or 
the EDL. The coming months will be a 
period of exciting development and 
change that will shape the landscape of 
the British anti-fascist movement for 
the next few years. Learning from the 
mistakes and many successes of our 
recent campaigns, HOPE not hate is 
hoping to develop through community 
organising into the most comprehensive, 
targeted and effective anti-fascist 
organisation of its generation. 

So where does the HOPE not hate 
campaign go from here? 

With so much work going into the 
last election from thousands of activists 
across the country, it is imperative that 
we continue to build on what we have 
already achieved. Many of the people 
who turned out to help were brand new 
activists and it is important that we 
make sure these people stay engaged in 
the movement. 

We have been inundated with 
messages of support and requests to 
become more permanently involved. 
Almost 300 new activists have 


registered their interest in setting up 


HOPE not hate groups in their area. 
It is these people who will secure the 
future growth and success of HOPE 
not hate as they begin to mobilise their 
communities against the far right. 

Failing to act now would miss an 
opportunity, something that no one in 
the anti-fascist movement can afford. 
Therefore the HOPE not hate campaign 
is currently beginning a programme of 
development. Primarily it will focus on 
gathering together activists into new 
and effective community organising 
initiatives across the country. With so 
many passionate and dedicated people 
our role is to bring them together and 
provide the tools and training necessary 
to achieve our common goals. 

During our recent campaign it 
became clear that organising within the 
community is by far the most effective 
way to combat the BNP. It is important 
to target areas where there is an existing 
or growing threat from the BNP. 
Once new groups have been established 
in key risk areas they will maintain a 
visible and continuing presence. 
Educating and informing residents 
about the threats they face, as well as 
helping community integration, will be 
integral to building local movements 
capable of dealing with the issues 
they encounter. 

These new groups will be offered 
advice and training based on what 
has already proved successful. Building 
strong and lasting links with key figures 
and organisations in the community, 
including faith groups and trade unions, 
has been invaluable in the past and 
this will be replicated in the future. 
Support for setting up phone banks, 
email lists and other key processes 
involved in community organising will 


Dagenham on 17 April 2010 


Community organising: volunteers take part in HOPE not hate's day of action in Barking and 


be provided through workshops, 
academies and residential training 
weekends. As well as the skills necessary 
for building and managing a group it is 
critical that they have a shared clarity of 
purpose and achievable goals. 

A model that community organising 
can and should aim to replicate is 
Hackney Unites. This organisation 
emerged following a HOPE not hate 
campaign in the area. With the BNP 
defeated electorally, local residents 
decided to unite formally and continue 
their good work. Hackney Unites is now 
an organisation that promotes local 
cohesion and invites other community 
groups to devise and execute solutions 
to the issues that allow the far right to 
thrive. Creating a forum for debating 
the issues that affect the community is a 
positive way of allowing people to have 
their voices heard and feel empowered. 
This allows sensitive issues, such as 
immigration, housing and poverty, to 
be debated publicly rather than being 
ignored or left to be distorted and 
exploited by the BNP. Groups modelled 
on Hackney Unite are being planned all 
over the country. 

An increase in the number of groups 
creates new challenges as well as new 
opportunities. To deal with the increased 
workload HOPE not hate seeks to 
create a network of regional organisers 
who can work with and develop new and 
existing groups far more effectively than 
we can from London. These regional 
organisers will provide increased 
opportunities for groups both new and 
old to receive unprecedented levels of 
support. Existing anti-fascist and anti- 
racist organisations will be contacted 
with the aim of learning, working 
and developing together. Regional 


networking between all the relevant 
community groups will lead to the 
pooling of valuable resources, sharing of 
best practice and information and 
strengthening ties. This will allow 
groups not only to function within 
their local communities more efficiently 
but also to pull together on a regional 
level allowing greater coverage in key 
risk areas. 

As community organising has proven 
itself to be the most effective method to 
combat the far right, HOPE not hate 
will aim to encourage the thousands of 
activists, who have been the heart of the 
campaign, into new and existing local 
groups. The groups will be offered 
access to a regional network supported 
by trained organisers, development 
tools and training opportunities. 
This extensive new infrastructure will 
enhance communication and allow 
local groups to mobilise effectively and 
respond during periods of high risk. 
Through innovative campaigning and 
placing HOPE not hate at the heart of 
the community we will be in a strong 
position to counter the BNP’s message 
of hate and place us firmly on the road 
to a BNP-free Britain. <i 
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Want to become a HOPE not 
hate organiser? Want to 
link up with an existing 

HOPE not hate group? 


Email David Braniff-H 
for more details — 
david@hopenothate.org.uk. 


| Home news 


BNP members plan and glorify racist murders 


David Williams 
and Sonia Gable 


“T WISH DERRICK Bird could have 
come down to London and shot dead 
some illegal immigrants, rather than 
killing his fellow British people. If that 
offends you then tough; It’s my opinion 
& I'm entitled to it.” 

Who would write such a thing just 
two days after the terrible and tragic 
events in Cumbria where Derrick Bird 
used his guns to murder 12 people and 
injure 11 on 2 June? Perhaps a stupid, 
ignorant teenager in a desperate grab 
for attention? 

At around the same time this 
comment was posted, Nick Griffin, 
the BNP leader and MEP for the 
North West, was rightly offering his 
condolences to the victims and their 
families. Given the BNP’s wish to put 
more firearms into the community, 
writers at Searchlight proffered that the 
BNP’s policies would probably lead to 
more such events as it so difficult 
to legislate for what makes seemingly 
normal people “snap” or “go postal” to 
use the American expression. 

The writer of this bile was, however, 
no attention seeking teenager, but an 
adult woman and associate of Griffin. 
Charlotte Lewis is a frequent Croydon 
BNP election candidate, spokesperson 
on BNP TV and campaigner for 
animal rights. 

“Ok, so I know I may get into trouble 
for saying this — but I’ve got to get it 
off my chest,” wrote Lewis on 
her Facebook page prefacing her 
offensive comment. 

The 37-year-old who was the BNP 
parliamentary candidate in Carshalton 
and Wallingtonin the general election 
in May is no stranger to controversy and 
threats of violence. Lewis received a six- 
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Foul-mouthed Charlotte Lewis, frequent BNP election candidate 


month jail sentence in 2001, when she 
wrote threatening letters to staff at the 
Huntingdon Life Sciences animal 
research laboratory in Cambridgeshire. 

During the elections she was exposed 
as a foul-mouthed racist who encouraged 
attacks on the home of a teenager, 
writing “I hope she gets cancer”. She had 
earlier caused offence by turning up at a 
Halloween party dressed in a burka, 
swigging alcohol from a bottle and 
flashing stockings and suspenders, an act 
that she described as “hilarious”. 

No sooner had Lewis written her vile 
message than a host of other BNP 
members and supporters expressed their 
support. Dave Castle wrote of “going 
down to southall [sic] with a fing 
machine gun’ if he were ever diagnosed 
with a terminal illness. In fact Southall 
has a large Asian and Sikh population, 

a community to which the BNP is 
desperate to reach out in its anti-Islam 
campaign. 


HOPE not hate receptions 


Over the coming few weeks the HOPE not hate campaign 
will be holding a series of receptions all over the country to 
bring together new and old activists and in a relaxed fashion 
plan more localised activities for the coming months. 


To attend an event please email David Braniff-Herbert at 
david@hopenothate.org.uk. 


But it didn’t end there. Among the 
dead in Cumbria was a trade union 
organiser, an innocent victim of Bird’s 
rampage. “At least amongst the 
innocent was a f*ing union organiser,” 
wrote Sam Cash, another BNP member 
and, at 67 years old, not a stupid 
teenager. 

Lewis's and her colleagues’ views 
are sickening. Even hardened 
journalists who know Lewis and other 
BNP members were surprised at BNP 
members’ openly expressed hatred. 
They do not discriminate: asylum 
seekers, illegal immigrants, Sikhs, 
Muslims and trade union organisers are 
the very people that, deep in their 
hearts, BNP members would wish to 
see brutally murdered. As we have 
always said, away from Question Time 
and BBC interviews, this is how the 
BNP generally feels about modern 
Britain and other human beings. 

People like Lewis, Cash and Castle 
are the very people, one must assume, 
that the BNP would wish to see armed 
for their “own protection” under a BNP 
government. These are the “decent law 
abiding folk” that the BNP claims make 
up the membership of the party. 
These are the very people who Griffin 
and his party claim will be one day 
involved in a “civil war”. 

Make no mistake: not only is the 
BNP racist, ignorant and vile, if your 
face does not fit, it is also potentially 
murderous. <i 


Britain’s premier Holocaust 
denier on tour again 


By David Williams 


BRANDED “AN ACTIVE Holocaust 
denier’, antisemite and racist who 
“associates with right wing extremists 
who promote neo-Nazism” by a High 
Court judge, David Irving has 
announced a four-date mini speaking 
tour of southwest England. 

According to his website, Irving 
intends to regale his audiences with 
“what the Nazi messages decoded by 
the British can tell us about what really 
happened in WW2 - these intercepts 
are a historical source of unquestion- 
able integrity, and are often in conflict 
with the official version”. 

Irving was intending to speak at 
“secret” venues in: 

Southampton - 24 June 

M@ Exeter - 25 June 

M@ Bath - 26 June 

M@ Cheltenham 27 June. 

Irving's stock is no longer what it was. 


His reputation was shredded by the 
High Court in 2000 and sank further 
in 2006 when he was imprisoned in 
Austria after pleading guilty to a charge 
of “trivialising, grossly playing down 
and denying the Holocaust”. 

A British “come back” tour in 2007 
failed to draw the crowds. And his 
meeting in Florida near Palm Beach in 
October 2009 ended in violence when 
one white supremacist stabbed 
another following a row inside the 
private function which escalated into 
a knife fight outside. 

The southwest is not the only area on 
the receiving end of Irving's attentions. 
He has also announced a week-long 
“real history” tour beginning and 
ending in Warsaw, Poland, from 21 to 
28 September. It will include visits 
to “Hitler's headquarters, Himmler’s 
headquarters, Treblinka and the 


David Irving 


Warsaw resistance sites” The prospect 
of Irving leading a party of devotees to 
what he describes as the “controversial” 
site of the Treblinka extermination 
camp, where the Nazis murdered 
870,000 to 925,000 Jews between July 
1942 and November 1943, is 
particularly disgusting given his pitiful 
denial of the Holocaust as a “hoax”. 
Irving's sickening sightseeing trip 
doesn't come cheap. Those who want 
to accompany him will have to shell out 
$2,900 (£1,950), not including flights to 
Warsaw, for the privilege of hearing his 
twisted version of history. i 


BNP chairman attends anti-Turkey group launch 


By David Williams 


BESET BY INCREASINGLY 
strident calls to resign following the 
disastrous showing of his party in the 
general and local elections, British 
National Party chairman Nick Griffin 
has retreated into his European 
Parliamentary role. On 19 May Griffin 
attended the inaugural meeting of the 
Turkey Assessment Group (TAG). 
The BNP is vehemently opposed to 
the accession of Turkey to the EU, 
which it described in its 2010 
manifesto as “the EU’s final solution 
against all European nations”, so 
Griffin’s attendance at the launch is 
perhaps no real surprise. 

The TAG was organised by Danish 
MEP Morten Messerschmidt, a 
member of the rightwing, anti- 
immigration Danish People’s Party 
and vice chairman of the Europe of 
Freedom and Democracy (EFD) 
group in the European Parliament. 
The UK Independence Party (UKIP), 
the Italian Northern League and 
several smaller anti-EU parties 
founded the EFD in 2009. Over 50 
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people, including 25 MEPs from a 
range of political groups, accepted 
Messerschmidt’s invitation. Pictures 
of the proceedings, published on the 
group's website, clearly show Griffin at 
the meeting though the only reference 
to it is a note that “a number of non- 
attached MEPs” were also there. 

The blogosphere has exploded with 
accusation and  counter-accusation 
that this proves UKIP-BNP collusion 


Nick Griffin (right) on duty as an MEP 


in the European Parliament. 
The reality is more mundane. It shows 
simply that Griffin - who was 
presumably invited to attend — is using 
his newfound respectability as an 
MEP to get his foot in the door and 
use the EFD-TAG sessions for his 
own ends. Rather than being 
indicative of a burgeoning axis, 
Griffin’s attendance reflects his own 
desperate desire to piggyback on any 
event he believes can help legitimise 
his racist agenda. The question is 
whether the EFD will nip this in the 
bud and declare Griffin persona non 
grata at future meetings. 

For its part the UKIP and the EFD 
group in general have no real need to 
link with the BNP in Europe. The 
increasingly Islamophobic trajectory 
of the UKIP, under its new leader 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch, has led to 
far more important links with Geert 
Wilders of the Dutch Freedom Party 
(PVV), who is currently being touted 
as a potential Dutch Cabinet minister 
despite his extreme views on “Islam”. 


Ulyana Bobrova reports from Moscow 


AN ANTI-FASCIST activist has died 
after being battered unconscious in front 
of his home two days earlier. The brutal 
attack on 25-year-old Kostya Lunkin on 
23 May came in the wake of another 
incident the previous evening in which 
40 masked nazis stormed a birthday 
party in a park in northwest Moscow, 
held by young people belonging to the 
alternative music scene. 

The nazis arrived towards the end of 
the evening after some of the guests had 
left and others were clearing rubbish. 
As they yelled, “That’s them ... get 
them,” shots rang out from an air pistol 
followed by an attack with bottles and 
knives, according to eyewitnesses. 
The assault left Dmitri Kashitsyn with 
15 stab wounds in his back. He died 
Yate von or techentorelCacmaolelemecetmelteal 

Days later Dmitri’s father died of 
a heart attack, probably from shock at 
his son’s murder. Whether or not 
Dmitri, 27, was politically active, 
anti-fascists have no doubt that this 
attack was also directed at them 
because the nazis have long associated 
various youth subcultures with anti- 
fascism and directed horrific violence at 
their adherents. 

Indeed the fascists target anyone who 
stands out against them. Also on the 
night of 23 May, nazis in Izhevsk, the 
capital of the Russian Republic of 
Udmurtia in the Urals, firebombed 
the home of an anti-fascist activist, 
Oleg Serebrennikoy, by hurling bottles 
of incendiary liquid at the windows. 
They also fired 11 shots from an air 
pistol into the building. 

Fortunately, seeing the flames 
engulfing his balcony, Serebrennikov 


called the fire service which put out the 
blaze before it could spread far into the 
flat. When leaving the apartment block, 
Serebrennikov found a note in the 
entrance hall bearing the message, 
scrawled alongside swastikas, “Oleg: you 
are a corpse”. There is evidence that the 
nazis have had him under lengthy 
surveillance. 

This attack was not the first against 
Serebrennikov, who has been an active 
anti-fascist for many years. At the 
beginning of 2004, he was violently 
attacked by nazis in the centre of 
Izhevsk, suffering serious head injuries. 
Four of his attackers were convicted of 
assault causing bodily harm. 

Despite the harassment, he has 
continued to support other anti-fascists 
and to monitor and report on incidents 
in Izhevsk, such as the murder of 
17-year-old Stanislav Korepanow in 
March 2007 and the knife attack by 
fascists that left three anti-fascists badly 
wounded in September 2008. 

Local anti-fascists think the series of 
assaults might be linked to pressure 
on anti-fascists by the Udmurt 
Interior Ministry. State intimidation 
has included false accusations and 
psychological and physical violence at 
the behest of nazis — themselves 
no respecters of the law — who 
routinely lodge charges against their 
anti-fascist opponents. 

Similar incidents have occurred in 
Nizhny Novgorod. On 1 May, members 
of the special police unit OMON 
arrested 14 young people, some of them 
anti-fascists, without any apparent 
reason. [he officers dragged them to a 
police station, beat them savagely and 


Nazi terror leaves two dead 


Victim of nazis: Dmitri Kashitsyn 


then handed them over for further 
physical intimidation to a member of 
the Centre for Combating Extremism! 
One of the  anti-fascists was 
deliberately hit in the kidneys. After two 
hours of threats and questioning — and 
in intense pain — the youngster was 
forced to confess on video an attack ona 
group of nazis that had never taken 
place. Not satisfied with that, the 
“guardians of law and order” then 
threatened to pass on the filmed 
confession and the addresses and other 
personal data of the arrested anti-fascists 
to local nazis. The incident demon- 
strates that the Kremlin’s much-vaunted 
campaign against right-wing extremism 
is not always up to much. 
M@ = The_ international Antifa-Net 
network, to which Searchlight 
belongs, has sent donations to 
Russia to help Kostya Lunkin’s family 
to pay for his funeral and to assist 
Oleg Serebrennikov in finding safe 
accommodation. 


AUSTRIA Backtothefuture-the FPO’s newstrategy 


From Martin Jordan for UNITED in Vienna 


AFTER THE HEAVY defeat of his 
nominee Barbara Rosenkranz in the 
recent presidential election, Heinz- 


Christian Strache, leader of the far-right 


Freedom Party (FPO), is trying to create 
a new image for his campaign to 
become mayor of Vienna. However, his 
aspiration to lift the FPO out of the 
far-right corner and woo a broader 


electorate is meeting disbelief both 
inside and outside the party. 

Strache now realises that he bet 
on the wrong horse in pushing 
Rosenkranz forward in April's election. 
Rosenkranz is one of the party’s 
ideological hardliners alongside the 
infamous third president of the Austrian 
parliament, Martin Graf, and the FPOs 


puppet master at European level, the 
MEP Andreas Molzer. 

These extreme right-wingers are 
highly influential in the party. 
Although Strache himself emerged 
from this faction, he is now keen to 
emphasise that, although the FPO will 
always be a right-wing party, there is 
no place for “extremists”. New faces are 


BELGIUM 
Nationalist 
poll landslide 
could break 
up Belgium 
From Wim Haelsterman 


for AFF/Verzet - 
RésistanceS in Brussels 


Shock Flemish 
election winner 
Bart De Wever 


THE BELGIAN FEDERAL election 
on 13 June demonstrated Belgium's 
extreme political divisions. A nationalist 
landslide has placed a big question 
mark over the Belgian state in its 
current form. Putting together a 
coalition that can save the unitary state 
and paper over the tensions between the 
Flemish and French-speaking regions 
will be a tall order. 

The democratic nationalist New 
Flemish Alliance (N-VA), led by Bart 
De Wever, came from nowhere to win 
in Flanders as the polls predicted. 
No one, however, including De Wever, 
expected the N-VA to win 27 seats in 
the federal parliament and finish with 
more than 28% of the Flemish vote. 
All other parties lost votes and seats 
except the Flemish Green Party, which 
added one MP elected. 


The N-VA’s unprecedented success is 
very bad news for the extreme-right 
Flemish Interest (VB) and the right- 
wing populist List Dedecker List, both 
of which were very popular until 
recently. The VB lost five MPs after its 
vote dropped to 12.4%. This marks a big 
fall in support from just a few years ago, 
when VB was winning one vote in four 
in Flanders. 

Now that the deconstruction of 
the Belgian state is a possibility, the 
separatist N-VA calls the tune while 
the ultranationalists of the VB are 
nowhere to be seen. The election 
was an extremely painful affair for 
Filip Dewinter, the VB leader and far- 
right icon. 

The LDD also crashed, retaining 
only one MP. This dramatic outcome 
has already led to the dismissal of the 
party's founder and president Jean- 
Marie Dedecker. 

In Wallonia, the Socialist Party (PS) 
dominated, taking 37.5% of the vote. 
In some towns, nearly 50% of the 
vote went to the Walloon Socialist Party 
led by the charismatic Elio di Rupo. 
The son of an Italian immigrant, di 
Rupo, 59, is now a potential candidate 
for Prime Minister. 

The results for the far-right parties in 
Wallonia were a major catastrophe. 
The racist National Front (FN) was 
wiped out, losing its sole MP, and will 
disappear from both parliament and 
senate for the first time in almost 
20 years. 

The FN made its entry into national 
politics in November 1991. Losing its 
entire representation on the federal level 
will deprive it of state funding for at 
least the next four years, bad news for a 
party that was already more or less 
bankrupt. In French-speaking Belgium 
the FN has even lost its leading far- 
right role to Wallonia First (WdA) 
which also failed to get a single 
candidate elected. ~< 


being deployed on the front line of his 
mayoral campaign and Strache has 
ordered that party propaganda should 
stress more “positive topics” rather 
than display an “anti-everything” 
attitude in an attempt to rescue his 
lacklustre campaign. 

Nevertheless, the party remains a 
conglomeration of bigots and closet 
(and not always closet) nazis who 
continually demonstrate their nazi ties. 
One recent example is the exposure 
of the FPO official Guinther Harmuss 
for promoting, for his “private interest”, 


the infamous 


anti-antifa nazi 


website alpen-donau.info on __ his 
Facebook account. 

Another concerned a party put on by 
the far-right student fraternity “Silesia” 
in a notorious red-light establishment, 
at which Hubert Keyl, a close associate 
of Graf, allegedly beat up his wife 
Elisabeth, Strache’s chief secretary. 
Club bouncers then put him in hospital, 
but according to eyewitnesses his 
drunk and furious wife was unhappy 
at that and went to get some “backup” 
She returned later that night with a 


“friend”, the frequently convicted nazi 
thug Gottfried Ktissel, to confront the 
bouncers and challenge them to shoot 
them both. 

So far the FPO’s extreme-right 
factions are adopting a relaxed —- some 
might say sullen — approach to Strache’s 
“new way’, knowing that the party’s 
roots lie with the ideological hardliners 
and the far-right activists, not the 
“modernisers”. Mdlzer, meanwhile, has 
branded Strache’s orders to desist from 
associating with “notorious” groups and 
persons as “wishful thinking’. <j 


International 


GERMANY Unite or bust 


From Michael Klein for Antifa-Net in Berlin 


THE DRAMATIC announcement of a plan 
for unification of Germany's two main 


nazi organisations, the National 
Democratic Party (NPD) and the German 
People’s Union (DVU), was intended to 
grab media headlines. But the strategy 
went awry when details were leaked two 
days before the NPD conference in 
Bamberg at the beginning of June. 

The main item on the agenda for the 
two-day event was to decide on a new 
party programme. On the eve of the 
conference, Matthias Faust (pictured), 
leader of the DVU, and Udo Voigt, the 
long-term head of the NPD, unveiled 
the now public plan to merge the two 
parties, subject to majority support 
in both. For many observers, and for 
almost all the nazis, the move came as 
a surprise as it was not long ago that 
Voigt appealed to DVU activists to 
switch to the NPD following the DVU's 
dismal failure to emulate its past 
electoral successes. 

A merged party would have around 
10,000 members and only ai little 
competition from other far-right parties 
such as the right-wing populist 
|slamophobic Pro-movement. 

Leaders of both parties want to put the 
merger plan to a vote of their members, 
but the outcome looks uncertain. 
While delegates at the NPD conference 
embraced the idea, it has met fierce 
opposition from some regional leaders of 
the DVU who described it as a “disaster” 
that could administer a political coup de 
grdce to their party. 

The clear winner in all the manouevring 
will be the NPD which will offer at least 
one DVU faction a new home, while any 
who refuse to go along with a merger will 
be unable to campaign nationwide 


because the grass roots activists will have 
moved to the NPD. And a few thousand 
new members would conveniently add 
money to the NPD's depleted coffers. 

Hardcore nazi circles have greeted the 
proposal with anger and derision, seeing 
it as a step by the NPD away from its nazi 
roots and politics and towards the kind of 
“modernisation” the DVU attempted 
unsuccessfully last year. An element of 
the hardcore response is, in fact, a further 
rejection of the Hamburg-based long- 
time nazi activist Christian Worch, who 
has hitched himself to the DVU wagon for 
the past two years. 

The NPD conference's 250 delegates 
debated the new party programme, 
which has been in preparation for more 
than two years. It was approved with only 
a few disagreements, such as over 
whether a proposed “national currency" 
should be backed by gold. The NPD's 
strident call for the return of the Deutsche 
Mark in place of the euro has little chance 
of coming to fruition but is seen as a 
nationalistic approach to the worldwide 
financial and economic crisis. 

More relevant for today’s political 
impact of the NPD might have been a 
change of its name but the party 
leadership failed to secure a majority 
for its recommendation to add the 
description “the social homeland party”to 
its title. However, the addition is in use by 
some party organisations already and the 
NPD’s Hesse branch intends to use it in 
forthcoming election campaigns. 

Accepted amendments of the party 
programme included a demand to repeal 
the laws against racist incitement and the 
public display of nazi symbols, an ‘old 
school Nazi” policy that would result in 
swastika flags on the streets. ~~ 


SWEDEN 
Nazi activities 
decline 


Kajsa Lindohf reports from 
Stockholm for EXPO 


AN ANNUAL SURVEY by the 


EXPO Foundation indicates that 
militant fascist activities declined across 
the board in 2009, with the exception of 
those by the Swedish Resistance 
Movement (SMR). 

No fewer than 40 white supremacist 
organisations were active in 2009, 
compared with 43 in 2008. The report 
documents 1,507 reported activities by 
these groups in 2009 compared to 1,947 
in 2008. 

Top of the list was the People’s 
Front/Swedes’ Party (Folkfronten/ 
Svenskarnas Parti) with 658 activities 
(1,176 in 2008), followed by the 
Swedish Resistance Movement 
(Svenska Motstandsrérelsen) with 409 
activities (185 in 2008) and Info-14 and 
its Free Nationalists network with 224 
activities (404 in 2008). 

No overt activity was recorded by 
the Nordic Association (Nordiska for- 
bundet) and its Resistance (Motstand) 
network, although various websites 
associated with them are active. 

As in previous years, distribution of 
propaganda was the most frequent 
activity. The number of public events 
decreased sharply. Only four 
demonstrations were organised, the 
lowest number in nearly a decade by a 
movement notorious for its presence on 
the streets. The number of white power 
concerts, which have played a key role in 
recruiting new members, also fell. 

Far-right groups have long used the 
internet to promote themselves and 


spread their propaganda, increase their 
income through sales and fundraising 
and communicate with other groups to 
mobilise for bigger events. 

The survey recorded 108 websites 
with white supremacy-related content 
in 2009, 25 of which were launched 
during the year. The previous year more 
than a third of websites were new. This 
was largely the result of competition 
between the Resistance and Free 
Nationalists networks. The collapse of 
the Resistance network, however, has 
left many websites dormant or defunct. 

The Swedish hate music industry also 
had a poor year. Several white supremacy 
music companies closed down as a result 
of widespread file-sharing and down- 
loading within the movement. 

The proportion of organisation- 
driven websites sites decreased from 
37% in 2008 to 31% in 2009. Of the 
rest, 12 were shopping services, ten 
contained campaign material, eight 
belonged to hate music groups and 
seven were news oriented. The Swedish 
nazi scene, it seems, has yet to discover 
blogs fully, the number increasing by 
just two from 24 to 26. 

The People’s Front (Folkfronten), 
formerly the National Socialist Front, 
changed its name for a second time in 
2009, anointing itself the Swedes’ Party 
(Svenskarnas parti). As before, the new 
name represented no more than a 
respray of the party, which remained 
nazi. Nonetheless, the adoption of the 
new, neutral-sounding, name and less 


of 


a 


> 


aggressive tactics caused many leading 
activists and entire branches to quit 
during the year. 

The SMR, in which the convicted 
killer and bank robber Klas Lund is a 
leading member, emerged as_ the 
strongest organisation in 2009. 
It started several “combat groups” 
and absorbed defectors, especially from 
the Swedes’ Party. 

Factional conflicts between groups 
continued to rage during the year. 
A conflict involving Free Nationalists 
became violent in spring, when 
members of the SMR stabbed a defector 
during a white supremacy concert in 
Giivle, seriously wounding him. 

The Free Nationalists network has 
shown itself to be more resilient than 
the activist Resistance network, which 
has ceased all activity. Although the 
Nordic Association has _ entirely 
disappeared from the activist scene it 
maintains an internet presence. 

After a comparatively active 2008, 
one of the original and longest-lasting 
genuine transmitters of Swedish 
national socialist tradition, the Nordic 
National Party (Nordiska rikspartiet) 
finally threw in the towel in 2009. 

Among new organisations in 2009 
were the Nordic National Socialists 
(Nordiska nationalsocialister) and Nordic 
Youth (Nordisk ungdom). They were set 
up respectively by defectors from the 
People’s Front/Swedes’ Party and 
the National Democrats youth section 
and aim to build nationwide support. << 


Swedish police deal with the nazi Swedish 
Resistance Movement in Skelleftea in northern 
Sweden’ on 6 June 2009. Photo: Expo 


International 


NETHERLANDS 


Election puts anti-Islam party in third place 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Amsterdam 
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A FRAGMENTED vote in _ last 
month’s parliamentary election could 
put the anti-Islam Freedom Party into 
government. Party leader Geert 
Wilders has indicated his willingness to 
do a deal with right-wing parties to 
ensure that the Labour Party is frozen 
out of government, but coalition talks 
could take several weeks. 

The right-wing liberal Party for 
Freedom and Democracy (VVD) 
emerged as the largest party after the 
election on 9 June, taking 31 of the 150 
parliamentary seats, the smallest 
number ever for a winning party. 
It previously held 22. The Labour Party 
(PvdA), which forced this early poll 
when it left the government in a row 
over the Dutch military mission in 
Afghanistan, lost three seats to come 
second with 30. 

The real winner, however, was the 
Freedom Party (PVV), which took 
nearly 1.5 million votes and gained 15 
seats, putting it in third place with 24. 
The right-wing populist party has 


FRANCE Far right march for anti-globalism, 
Joan of Arcand a dead fascist 


From Taz for Reflexes and Antifa-Net in Paris 


A 500-STRONG ragbag of normally 
warring extreme-right factions took to 
the streets of Paris on 9 May in support 
of Joan of Arc and “national resistance 
to globalism”. 

The primary purpose of the march was 
to pay homage to Sébastien Deyzieu, a 
fascist activist who died after a banned 
anti-American demonstration on 8 May 
1994 that was organised by the student 
strong-arm squad the Groupe Union 
Défense (GUD) and the Jeunesses 
nationalistes révolutionnaires (JNR) 
led by Serge Ayoub, alias “Batskin’. 
Since then the Comité du 9 Mai (C9M) 
has tried to organise an annual march in 
his honour. 

The marchers also commemorated 
Joan of Arc, who is traditionally 


celebrated on the second Sunday of 
May, which this year fell on 9 May. 
The National Front (FN), the largest 
French far-right party, did not take part 
as it celebrates France's national 
heroine on 1 May. 

Underneath the unity, the event 
offered each of the competing 
fascist grouplets the opportunity to 
demonstrate its existence with a view 
to making its voice heard in any 
regrouping of the far right. 

This winner in this game was 
unquestionably Ayoub, with more than 
200 people — the biggest contingent — 
behind his C9M banner. Since his 
return to the political arena three years 
ago, Ayoub, the chief of the Parisian 
boneheads in the 1980s and 1990s, has 


reestablished himself as the central 
figure on the ultra-nationalist scene in 
the city. 

Also present were Robert Spieler 
and Pierre Vial, long-time New 
Popular Right (NDP) activists, 
accompanied by a crew of young 
boneheads from Alsace and Lorraine. 
A small delegation from the Belgian 
fascist splinter group Nation sneaked 
in behind the NDP, appearing not to 
know whether they were there for 
Deyzieu or Joan of Arc, or by mistake 
after initially announcing their 
intention to participate in another 
demonstration later in the day. 

Next came Renouveau Francais 
(French renewal), desperate to avoid the 
ridicule and shame of fielding fewer 


experienced meteoric growth, up from 
one to nine seats in the 2006 
parliamentary election and breaking 
into Europe with four seats last year. 

Prime Minister Jan-Peter 
Balkenende’s Christian Democrats 
(CDA) were the biggest losers, down 20 
seats to 21. Balkenende has stepped 
down and left politics. 

The Freedom Party started its 
campaign by launching an “agenda for 
hope and optimism”. In reality, its 
programme recycled the same old 
policies: zero tolerance on law and 
order, harsher sentences, 10,000 extra 
police and limits on judges’ freedom. 
It still wants to ban the Koran and 
burka, tax Islamic headscarves, which it 
often refers to as “headrags”, stop 
immigration from Islamic countries, 
reduce the number of refugees, end 
social benefits for other immigrants 
until they have been in the country 
ten years, close Islamic schools, prevent 
the building of new mosques and 
ban ritual slaughter. It also called for 
“ethnic registration” of anyone with 
dual nationality, thereby questioning 
their loyalty. 

Wilders reshaped some of his usual 
hard neo-liberal economic views into a 
broader, sometimes even social 
democratic, programme. He had little 
choice because his former policies were 
undermined by the economic crisis. 


Of course, the party wants to pay for 
any new spending by slashing funding 
for integration and development aid. 
Its programme dwells on promoting 
nationalism by prescribing that every 
school and public building should 
fly the Dutch flag, that local traditions 
be respected and that the Dutch and 
West Frisian languages should be 
constitutionally protected. On national 
Memorial Day, 4 May, the Freedom 
Party wants to commemorate “all 
victims of (national) socialism”, in other 
words not distinguishing between 
victims of the Nazis and the victims 
of “Socialism”. 

In short the Freedom Party wants to 
define “the Dutch” and exclude from 
society those who are not. 

During the campaign, in which 
Wilders seldom went out to meet 
voters, the PVV announced that the 
cost of non-Western immigration was 
€7.2 billion (€6bn) a year, according 
to an “independent” investigation 
that Wilders commissioned from an 
economic research agency after the 
government refused to answer a 
battery of his questions. The figure is 
based on outdated statistics, but 
Wilders constantly repeated it in 
television debates. 

However management of the 
economic crisis turned out to be the key 
issue, rather than immigration. 


Strangely, foreign policy, which caused 
the previous government’s collapse, 
hardly figured in the campaign, a 
commentary on the shift of the Dutch 
towards their own backyard. 

The Freedom Party picked up most 
of its votes in the Limburg region in 
the south, taking 40% in some towns. 
It also did well in some towns 
around Rotterdam. In The Hague, it 
improved on its result in the recent 
council elections when it came in 
second with 16.7%. 

The party also made gains in the 
traditionally CDA supporting “Bible- 
Belt”, which runs from Zeeland 
through South Holland, North 
Brabant, Utrecht and Gelderland to 
Overijssel, increasing its vote from 5.9% 
to 14%. The so-called “anti-jihad” 
movement in the USA and Europe 
celebrated Wilders’s victory, saying it 
has blocked the road to “Eurabia”. 

The question now is whether the 
VVD and the CDA are willing to enter 
into a coalition with the Freedom Party. 
Besides its anti-Islamic agenda, the 
Freedom Party also differs from 


the VVD and CDA on economic issues. 
Prominent former VVD and CDA 
ministers as well as employers’ leaders 
have warned of damage to the country’s 
image abroad and of the economic 
consequences that of the Freedom Party 
entering government. | 


supporters than GUD and Terre 
et Peuple (Land and People). Terre et 
Peuple, mobilising for the first time in 
many years, brought just ten supporters 
led by Michel Colls. 

GUD is a resurrection of the student 
group created in 1968 that was 
notorious for its violence. Although 
known for its deep-seated antisemitism, 
GUD activists have recently tried to 
cooperate with certain young extreme- 
tight Jews belonging to the Jewish 
Defence League. 


Not surprisingly, the march attracted 
the most unstable elements on the 
French nationalist scene, including the 
past and present leaders of Blood and 
Honour in Lille and Kevin “Gaven” 
Lamadieu who, despite being only 
20 years old, has acquired a formidable 
reputation for racist violence. 
The older generation of GUD was also 
present in the shape of Frederic 
Chatillon, Jildaz Mahé and a handful 
of others who amused themselves by 
verbally abusing journalists. 


Trailing along at the end of the 
demonstration were the Autonomous 
Nationalists of Lorraine, preceded by a 
line of “JNR veterans”. 

The mere fact the demonstration 
took place was an undeniable success for 
the organisers. And with 500 hundred 
taking part, it was not good news for the 
FN and the Identity fascists even if, 
for the moment, it is hard to see how 
the Ayoub/GUD/NDP “alliance” will 
be able to build anything more than a 
demonstration once a year. ~t 


International 


Council not told of nazi concert on its land 


Alfio Bernabei 


THE EUROPEAN Hammerskins 
celebrated 20 years of neo-nazi activities 
near Milan in circumstances that should 
prompt questions about whether 
Silvio Berlusconi’s government 
facilitated the event. 

A website announcement on 12 May 
read: “To celebrate the 20th anniversary 
of its foundation in Europe, Italy’s 
Hammerskins invite you to attend a 
concert in Milan on 29 May, though 
not at Skinhouse” (the Milan's 
Hammerskins venue). The local 
authorities, the police and the Interior 
Ministry in Rome had nearly three 
weeks to decide whether to allow 
the event to go ahead, and warn 
local businesses and residents of the 
prospect of hundreds of neo-nazis 
descending on the area. A similar event 
in Milan three years ago to celebrate 
the 20th anniversary of the foundation 
of Hammerskins in the United 
States attracted 1,000 nazis from all 
over Europe. 

The white supremacist Hammerskins 
movement is said have emerged from a 
split in the Ku Klux Klan and some 
members have been accused of racist 
murders. Founded in Dallas, Texas, 
in 1988, with two claw hammers in its 
logo to signify the wish to smash 
barriers protecting blacks and non- 
“Aryan” minority groups, it spread to 
Europe two years later with chapters in 
France, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Hungary, Portugal, Spain, Sweden and 
Italy, as well as the UK where 
Hammerskins attended gigs run by 
Blood and Honour and the nazi terror 
group Combat 18. 

In vain Milan’s anti-fascist groups 
tried to locate the venue for the 
Hammerskins’ celebration. A massive 
blanket of secrecy was protecting the 
organisers. On the afternoon of the day 
before the concert, with hundreds of 
nazis already in town, the Hammerskins 
website issued details of a meeting 
point, but did not name the venue. 
Nazis who gathered at the side of a 
motorway were instructed to follow a 
team that wound its way to Cinisello 
Balsamo, a town of 75,000 inhabitants 
10 km northeast of Milan. There, a 
tent had been erected in an area 
called Ovovillage on municipal land, 
unbeknown to the local authority. 


Police hold back supporters of Roberto Fiore’s New Force party in Milan 


The leftwing local mayor, Daniela 
Gasparini, heard of the concert only a 
couple of hours before it started with a 
reported 800 nazis already in place. 
She and the local councillors were 
forced to conclude that it was too late to 
stop it, which they would have done, 
had they known in advance. They have 
not received a reply to their questions to 
the police authorities and the prefettura, 
the district’s administrators, about why 
they were not told. 

The extraordinary secrecy granted to 
the Hammerskins suggests tacit 
approval of the event by those 
monitoring the preparations for security 
reasons, such as Digos, the Italian 
law enforcement agency. Indeed, the 
Hammerskins were able to mount their 
celebration in the style of an undercover 
operation unchallenged. No details of 
the bands or of foreign participants have 
emerged and there was no coverage in 
the mainstream media. 


Milan anti-fascists had more 
success over the previous week's 
nazi rally organised by Roberto 


Fiore’s Forza Nuova (New Force) 
party. Their announcement of a 
counterdemonstration compelled the 
local police chief to curtail Fiore’s plan 
to march from the FN headquarters in 
Piazza Aspromonte across the town. 


The ban was a humiliating setback for 
Fiore, who had invited guests from 
abroad to condemn “the hyperpower 
of banks” and call for the setting up of 
“new systems of credit linked to 
associations and categories”, whatever 
that means. Fiore had chosen Milan 
because is the home of Italy’s main 
stock exchange. He was hoping to be 
seen leading his militants holding 
batons in paramilitary style as he did 
last year in Bergamo. 

Among the foreign guests was Laszlo 
Toroczkai of the fascist, anti-Roma and 
antisemitic Jobbik — Movement for 
a Better Hungary. When last April 
Jobbik entered Parliament for the first 
time finishing third just behind the 
governing Socialists, Fiore was 
among the first to send congratulations. 
Others flanking Fiore were Nikos 
Michaloliakos of Golden Dawn in 
Greece and Manolo Conduela of the 
Spanish Democracia National. Earlier, 
on a separate occasion, Fiore had 
met General Leonid Ivashov, the 
former Chief of Staff of the Russian 
Armed Forces. 

Meanwhile, 11 nazis from a group 
linked to FN are due to appear in court 
after being identified among a group of 
football fans who displayed a banner 
hailing the Third Reich. <i] 
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